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The Birds of Warblington & Emsworth - a personal bird report
This report started as a simple counting list to try and establish the number of species seen in the
“patch” that I have started to watch regularly since 2013. It developed quickly into a summarised
digest of my sightings and then an examination of trends relating to key species, such as Greenshank,
Knot, Curlew Sandpiper and Bar-tailed Godwit. Wishing to learn more about the status of these species
prompted me to explore the Hampshire Bird Reports as well as the Sussex Bird Reports. The vague
lumping of sightings in these editorials for this niche corner of south eastern Hampshire gave me the
final impetus to develop the report into a summary of my own records and an exploration of historical
archives to try and establish as far as possible a definitive list of the area.
Scouring Bird Reports is a thankless task and I have been as careful as possible to pick out the species
and records that relate to the area of this report. I have only investigated back to the turn of the
century via the yearly bird reports and searched through the Birds of Hampshire. I know from personal
experience of watching a local patch that certain ‘wandering’ species will get seen at some point and
some of these are clearly missing from this report. So please, if after reading this report if you know
of any additions to the list then get in touch.
My email is peter.raby2@ntlworld.com
As the title states it is fundamentally a personal report of my own sightings, with an extra bit of padding
added here and there. This fourth edition includes my records for the whole of 2017 and the long term
intention of this report is to update it annually to hopefully generate a clearer picture of the status of
the Birds of Warblington and Emsworth. The total number of species for the area is currently 177.
There were just three additions to the list in 2017, these were Hen Harrier, Great White Egret and
Wryneck.

Species seen per year
Species running total
Historical species seen
Grand Total for area

Total of species seen per year in the Emsworth/Warblington area
2013
2014
2015
2016
2017
2013/16
114
113
129
120
122
114
128
141
147
150
150
27
177

Black-tailed Godwits at high tide, ready to leave Pook Lane

Author: Peter Milinets-Raby - peter.raby2@ntlworld.com
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The map to the left shows
the area covered by this
report, with two further
maps (below) that detail
the sites.

Map showing principal sites in the west (Warblington)

The main A27 road makes
a
perfect
northern
boundary,
with
the
western limit being the
arterial A3023 road that
crosses the Hayling Bridge.
The southern boundary is
the high tide water mark
along the shore of Hayling
Island before an imaginary
line is drawn across
Sweare Deep

Island before an imaginary line is drawn across Sweare Deep to the head of Emsworth Channel
dictated by the distance viewable from the Warblington shore. The eastern boundary then follows
the Hampshire/West Sussex border line until it reaches Slipper Mill Pond. Slipper Mill Pond, Peter
Pond (on the northern side of the A259) and a third of Brook Meadow are technically in West Sussex
with the border along the western edge of the two ponds. For the sake of keeping records of this area
together the boundary is drawn along the eastern edge of Slipper Mill Pond and along the Lumley
Road that heads north to the A27.
Author: Peter Milinets-Raby - peter.raby2@ntlworld.com
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Map showing principal sites in the east (Emsworth)

To try and keep records of off shore and low tide counts from being a haphazard mess,
a series of arbitrary areas have been created dictated by naturally occurring
‘boundaries’. For example the Emsworth Harbour reporting area has a western
boundary that corresponds to the outflow stream from the Emsworth Mill Pond by
the Sailing Club at the end of Bath Road.

Weird cloud formation over Sweare Deep

Author: Peter Milinets-Raby - peter.raby2@ntlworld.com
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Mute Swan Cygnus olor
The Hampshire population of Mute Swan has remained fairly stable over the last fifteen years at a mean maximum of 1,038 birds. However,
in the area covered by this report, this species has seen a severe drop in numbers. Over the decades Emsworth Mill Pond has traditionally
been the home to a regular flock of some 60 to 120 Mute Swans (with a top count of 135 made on 20th July 2001). However, in the spring
of 2012, a very aggressive breeding pair arrived on the scene and the entire Emsworth Mill Pond flock were chased off and they relocated
themselves to the creeks east of Thorney Island (120 in Fishbourne Creek in July 2015). This upheaval was very dramatic, from a peak count
of 70 recorded in April 2012 down to just two a month later! In the last few years Mute Swan numbers have rarely reached double figures,
the exceptions have been at Nore Barn where 10 to 20 birds can sometimes be seen (19 at Nore Barn on 1st November 2012).
Successful breeding in the area remains fairly constant at between 2 to 4 pairs. The favoured sites for breeding are Langstone Mill Pond,
Peter Pond, Emsworth Mill Pond and occasionally Slipper Mill Pond. The breeding success of the Emsworth pairs is documented in the
extremely good Friends of Emsworth Wildlife website. See Link

2017: The Langstone Mill Pond pair were observed chasing away four of their young from last year
out onto the harbour on January 24th, with the last one being finally chased off on February 4th. On
March 5th the pen was observed building a nest to the rear of the reed bed by the main viewing
path/area of the pond (A different location from last year). On March 16th the cob was observed
standing on the nest, but the nest looked empty (viewing difficult). However, on March 28th, the nest
was surrounded by loads of down feathers, recently plucked, so it was safe to assume that the pen
had probably started to lay eggs.
On April 1st, came very sad news that one of the nesting Mute Swans on Langstone Mill Pond had
been killed by two dogs. I did not know about this disheartening news when I visited the pond on
April 3rd and discovered the carcass of a swan near to the old nest site. I could not sex the dead swan,
as it was partly hidden in the reed bed, but it was probably the female as the male was sat on the nest.
I talked to a few locals and the rumour flying around was that a lady with a couple of Labrador dogs
was seen chasing the swan onto the shore causing it some serious harm. Alas, it did not survive.
The male was looking content on the nest until another male flew and landed on the pond. This new
arrival had a female in tow, she wisely kept her distance on the muddy shore. The resident male
puffed up his wings and left the nest pronto and swam towards the intruder, who wisely flew off the
pond onto the muddy shore. The male followed and a big fight ensued, which the resident swan won
- well look at the size of him in the photo below! He did not return immediately to the nest, which
incidentally had two eggs in at least.
The cob then continued to boss the pond as he always did and unrelenting sat on the eggs until April
9th. Word obviously spread within the avian world about the changing situation on the pond and an
average of six swans were often loitering offshore – a maximum of 13 on May 8th. On April 12th a

Battle at Langstone Mill Pond

Author: Peter Milinets-Raby - peter.raby2@ntlworld.com

The winner!
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The cob on his lone vigil at Langstone Mill Pond (Left) First cygnet hatching at Peter Pond, Emsworth (Right)
new, inexperienced pair had taken up residence on the pond and the old nest looked empty as if the
eggs had been predated. The male was off shore chasing away eight other swans. His reign had sadly
come to an end. If he was ringed we could tell if he returns next spring with a new filly in tow? This
was ultimately the saddest news of the year, as this pair had thrilled and entertained many people
over the years. For me, I adored the way he nibbled at my shoes if I stood too close to the edge of the
pond. He will be sorely missed. The new pair did not breed.
Away from Langstone Mill Pond, on May 9th, I was very fortunate to visit Peter Pond, Emsworth at
the exact moment the first cygnet hatched at the nest. The pair went on to raise six young.
Meanwhile, the resident pair of Mute Swans on Emsworth Mill
Pond were still obsessed with keeping all the other swans off
the pond. They often could be found standing guard at the
sluice wall by the Slipper Sailing Club building. These crazy
swans are far more concerned in keeping other swans at bay
than in building their own nest.
The highest count of the year were 13 at Nore Barn on August
24th.

Author: Peter Milinets-Raby - peter.raby2@ntlworld.com
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Greylag Goose Anser anser- 2013: 2-2:

2014: 0: 2015: 1-1: 2016: 3-5:

A very infrequent wanderer to this part of Hampshire. Birds have been recorded at Emsworth Mill Pond in 1998 and Slipper Mill Pond on
27th April 2006. There have been just six reports, involving 8 birds in the last five years.

2017: No sightings.

Canada Goose Branta canadensis
2017: There were just seven records this year, down a third on 2016. Plus, numbers involved in those
records were down 80% on 2016. The highest count of the year was at dawn on March 16th involving
a miserly 12 birds in Emsworth Harbour before they departed east over Thorney Island. Further
records were from Emsworth Harbour and involved four at sunrise on April 9th, one on September
9th, four on October 7th, and away from Emsworth, a single bird was seen flying east off Pook Lane
on April 9th.
On May 9th I visited Slipper Pond, Emsworth to view the floating raft that contained a nesting pair of
Canada Geese. These birds hatched five goslings on May 13th, entertained the masses, then within
48 hours the family had inexplicably vanished from the Emsworth area. They probably had searched
out a safer area on Thorney Island, though there is the possibility that they became a meal for the
nesting Great Black-backed Gulls which coincidentally hatched their chicks on May 14th.

Canada Goose standing guard over its nest on the raft on Slipper Mill Pond

Barnacle Goose Branta leucopsis - 2013: 0:

2014: 0: 2015: 2-79: 2016: 1-1:

Prior to the 2015 sightings, this species has been a surprisingly scarce feral visitor with the previous record in the area being two at Peter
Pond on 2nd August 2008 (Photo see Link:).

2017: No sightings.

Author: Peter Milinets-Raby - peter.raby2@ntlworld.com
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Brent Goose Branta bernicla
Monthly Maximums
Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

May

Jun

Jul

Aug

Sep

Oct

Nov

Dec

416
(367)
171
(136)
336
(191)
198
(236)
361
(511)

134
(522)
285
(184)
321
(172)
264
(511)
366
(493)
138
(667)

2017
Emsworth

8
194
2
1
168
(442) (416) (356)
(110) (167)
Beacon Sq
130
359
(41)
(57) (110)
(16)
Nore Barn
172
107
188
66
(760) (420) (136) (31)
(42)
Conigar Pt
382
369
34
25
(125) (151) (206) (29)
(1)
(117)
Pook Ln
193
366
174
4
59
(1181) (500) (236) (27)
(1)
(1)
(38) (199)
Castle Fm
333
(616) (546) (573)
(1)
In blue brackets - Maxima per month at each site between 2013-2016 – Best total in red

(573)

2017: The last winter birds were two in Emsworth Harbour on April 9th and the first returning birds
were five off Pook Lane on October 1st. A single bird summered and was seen in Emsworth Harbour
on August 20th. The highest count of the year were 416 in Emsworth Harbour on November 16th,
which was part of the best “day” total of 1,191.
Like 2015, this year turned out to be another disastrous breeding season with around five juveniles
being recorded in the area. The omens were not looking great by November 6th when a count of 227
off Pook Lane was devoid of any juveniles! A further count of 332 there on 13th again did not contain
any juveniles. The first juveniles observed were at Beacon Square on November 18th, just three of
them in a count of 171 geese. Probably, two of those juveniles were noted in a count of 87 at Beacon
Square on 20th. The last meticulous count was made at Pook Lane on December 1st where two
juveniles were found amongst 364 adults! And almost certainly the same two juveniles were noted
feeding in the field south of the Warblington cemetery on 6th along with 136 adults. Two alarmingly
dreadful breeding seasons in three years – not looking good!
Brent Geese at Conigar Point

Author: Peter Milinets-Raby - peter.raby2@ntlworld.com
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Black Brant Branta bernicla nigricans - 2013: 1-1:

2014: 1-1: 2015: 0: 2016: 0:

2017: No sightings.

Shelduck Tadorna tadorna
In Hampshire the Shelduck is considered a scarce breeder and a moderately common, but declining winter visitor, with mean maximum totals
dropping from 1794 (1997 to 2002) to 1296 (2007 to 2012), a decline of 27%.

Monthly Maximums
Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

(41)

(48)

13
(7)
2

7
(2)

May

Jun

Jul

Aug

Sep

Oct

(1)

(0)

Nov

Dec

7
(10)
16
(5)
28
(27)
46
(29)
53
(52)

26
(24)
8
(10)
7
(19)
44
(35)
81
(84)

2017
Emsworth
Beacon Sq

1

(4)
(4)
5
25
2
1
3
(41)
(11)
(23)
(0)
(8)
(5)
(15)
Conigar Pt
41
43
1
3
4
4
4
8
(36)
(72)
(82)
(14)
(4)
(8)
(2)
(5)
(9)
(37)
Pook Ln
103
102
26
2
2
1
(87)
(82)
(42)
(24)
(7)
(14)
(2)
(1)
(1)
(33)
In blue brackets - Maxima per month at each site between 2013-2016 – Best total in red
Nore Barn

2017: The last winter bird was a single at Pook Lane on June 8th and the first returning birds were four
at Conigar Point on September 4th. There were up to four birds that summered in the area from July
3rd until 29th. The highest count of the year (and also a record for the area) were 103 at Pook Lane
on January 14th.

Mandarin Duck Aix galericulata - 2013: 0:

2014: 0: 2015: 0: 2016: 1-1:

This species is extremely erratic and often very sedentarily in nature. It is known to be present locally in the north Ports Down area and in
the nearby Stansted Estate, West Sussex. The last records have been seen at the Emsworth Mill Pond in 1996 and 2012. This species is surely
overdue another visit.

2017: A female was on Langstone Mill Pond on June 19th. It showed very well, but after ten minutes
it was chased away by the resident Mute Swan and was nowhere to be seen 30 minutes later.

Female Mandarin at Langstone Mill Pond

Author: Peter Milinets-Raby - peter.raby2@ntlworld.com
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Female Mandarin

Wigeon Anas penelope
Wigeon can occur throughout the Emsworth/Warblington area, but there are three main distinct wintering flocks that if undisturbed are
faithful to their feeding sites over the high tide period. The largest concentration is always at Nore Barn, with the small coil of Wigeon off
the Pook Lane track being the next reliable. The small numbers off Conigar Point can often be disturbed and will invariably fly off south to
join the large concentrations in Chichester Harbour.

Monthly Maximums
Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

May

Jun

Jul

Aug

Sep

Oct

Nov

Dec

38
(21)
99
(157)
69
(177)
22
(62)

44
(34)
332
(186)
145
(182)
57
(77)

2017
Beacon Sq

79
1
4
(35)
(9)
(4)
(31)
(15)
Nore Barn
273
32
2
5
(140) (150) (61)
(5)
(7)
(187)
Conigar Pt
169
131
8
2
(85)
(43)
(71)
(3)
(2)
(106)
Pook Ln
63
74
14
8
(76)
(123) (167)
(2)
(1)
(59)
In blue brackets - Maxima per month at each site between 2013-2016 – Best total in red

2017: The last winter birds were 13 in the flooded horse paddock, Langstone Mill Pond on March 20th
and the first returning bird was a female on Langstone Mill Pond on September 8th. The best count
of the year and a record for the area, were the 332 at Nore Barn on an incoming tide on December
21st.
Wigeon numbers continued to feed in
the flooded horse paddock north of
Langstone Mill Pond throughout
January to March 20th (13) with an
average of around 15 birds. The highest
counts were 32 on March 13th and 31
on 16th.
(Right) One of 332 Wigeon at Nore
Barn on December 21st

Author: Peter Milinets-Raby - peter.raby2@ntlworld.com
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Gadwall Anas strepera
This duck typically winters in the east of the area in Emsworth Harbour (often in double figures) and then summers and possibly breeds in
the west at Langstone Mill Pond.

2017: Curiously, there were no records from Emsworth Harbour for the early wintering months. The
first sighting of the year were a pair at Langstone Mill Pond on April 9th. The pair were then
subsequently seen on five dates until June 9th. The male was on his own on the pond on May 5th and
the pair were joined by another male on May 16th. Again, there was no evidence of any breeding.

Male Gadwall on Langstone Mill Pond

Away from the pond, a male was seen off Conigar Point on May 4th and a male was seen at low tide
off Pook Lane on May 30th. The only record from the late winter period concerned a male on
Langstone Mill Pond on November 16th.

Teal Anas crecca
Monthly Maximums
Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

May

Jun

Jul

Aug

Sep

Oct

Nov

Dec

9
(7)
21
(89)
87
(135)
9
(200)
82
(114)
91
(108)

12
(15)
4
(17)
57
(132)
31
(170)
114
(222)
132
(117)

2017
Emsworth

27
(10)
(12)
(13)
(4)
Beacon Sq
15
4
34
10
(30)
(19)
(12)
(37)
(93)
Nore Barn
66
58
16
76
11
(220) (200) (195) (60)
(5)
(199)
Conigar Pt
46
35
8
13
7
(80)
(18) (120)
(13)
(2)
(94) (139)
Pook Ln
126
152
92
6
10
13
(55)
(56)
(79)
(32)
(44) (182)
LM Pond
176
156
158
18
1
29
48
(131) (119) (81)
(71)
(2)
(6)
(33)
(62)
In blue brackets - Maxima per month at each site between 2013-2016 – Best total in red

2017: The last winter birds were two on Langstone Mill Pond on April 21st and the first returning bird
was a female on Langstone Mill Pond on August 1st. The highest count of the year (and a record for
the site) were 176 in the flooded horse paddock, Langstone Mill Pond on January 30th.
Author: Peter Milinets-Raby - peter.raby2@ntlworld.com
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Male Teal on Langstone Mill Pond

Female Teal off Pook Lane

Mallard Anas platyrhynchos
2017: The best count of the year were 73 on Langstone Mill Pond on July 20th, followed by the unusual
sight of 62 eclipse plumaged birds feeding at dawn on the low tide mud at Beacon Square on July 29th.

Pintail Anas acuta
Monthly Maximums
Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

May

Jun

Jul

Aug

Sep

Oct

Nov

Dec

24

17
(35)
26
(21)
23
(14)
4
(1)

2017
Emsworth
Beacon Sq
Nore Barn
Conigar Pt

(6)
38
(10)
38
(8)
6
(8)

(4)
9
(22)
14
(14)

8
(2)
(17)

(10)

(2)

(10)

Pook Ln

(9)
(12)
(3)
(1)
In blue brackets - Maxima per month at each site between 2013-2016 – Best total in red

16
(7)
6
(6)
1
(4)

2017: The last winter birds were eight at Nore Barn on March 16th and the first returning bird was a
female at Conigar Point on November 1st. The highest count of the year were 76 seen at Beacon
Square and Nore Barn combined whilst standing in the same spot on January 3rd.
The female Pintail of dubious origin continued its stay from 2016 being observed in and around
Langstone Mill Pond on eleven occasions during January to March, with the last sighting in the flooded
horse paddock on 17th.
The “pond” Pintail returned for the winter in the late year, being first seen on the low tide mud by the
Mill, Langstone on October 23rd. It was subsequently seen in and around the Langstone Mill Pond on
seven occasions with the last sighting on December 18th.

Author: Peter Milinets-Raby - peter.raby2@ntlworld.com
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Langstone Mill

Pond Pintail

Shoveler on Langstone Mill Pond

Shoveler Anas clypeata - 2013: 3-6:

2014: 9-16: 2015: 4-4: 2016: 15-52:

In Hampshire, this species is considered a moderately common winter visitor and passage migrant with a winter annual average of 713 birds
per year since 1997. As can be seen from the records bellow, this species is more likely to be encountered in the Emsworth/Warblington area
during September and October where a handful of eclipse plumaged birds spend a couple of weeks on Langstone Mill Pond.

2017: Another year with the customary selection of autumn appearances. However, a pair
uncharacteristically lingered on into the winter months. All 30 sightings were from Langstone Mill
Pond. The first bird was a female on August 3rd, followed by four on September 4th. The best count
of the autumn was eight (four pairs) on November 2nd. Then a pair lingered from November 14th
until 25th, before the male took up residence on his own until at least December 4th. In the latter
weeks of the year a pair were observed flying west along the channel of Sweare Deep on December
9th and the last sighting occurred at Langstone Mill Pond with two males and three females being
present on December 29th.

Author: Peter Milinets-Raby - peter.raby2@ntlworld.com
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Tufted Duck Aythya fuligula
Very small numbers are occasionally seen on the mill ponds usually in the winter months. The cold winter of 2010-11 saw an unprecedented
invasion of Tufted Duck onto the Emsworth Mill Pond with 50-60 being a regular sight with a peak of 74 on 8th January 2011. Breeding was
confirmed at Langstone Mill Pond in 2014, 2015 and 2016.

2017: In the early winter period a female Tufted Duck was observed on Langstone Mill Pond on
February 4th, 6th and 8th. On February 14th a male and two females were present on the pond.
A pair were the first spring birds to arrive on April 6th, followed by two pairs on 15th. There were 16
records during April to June. The best count were six (three pairs) on June 6th. By July the males had
left leaving one female on July 11th, two females on July 18th and a single female on July 20th.
Breeding on Langstone Mill Pond was confirmed on July 25th, with a female with seven tiny ducklings
in tow. The family were seen on eight dates until on September 4th when only five ducklings were
present. Also on September 4th the pond was host to a new brood of five ‘one week old’ ducklings.
Distressingly, only a few days later on 7th a single, lonesome tiny duckling was present happily diving
on its own, plus five juveniles of the older family. Numbers then dwindled down to just three to four
birds as the month ended, the now growing singleton was last seen for certain on 25th. The last few
sightings were of three juveniles on October 11th, one juvenile on 17th and finally one juvenile on
23rd.
In the late winter period a female was present on Emsworth Mill Pond on October 8th and a female
was on Langstone Mill Pond on November 10th.

Author: Peter Milinets-Raby - peter.raby2@ntlworld.com
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Common Scoter Melanitta nigra - 2013: 0:

2014: 0: 2015: 0: 2016: 1-1:

2017: No sightings.

Goldeneye Bucephala clangula
A scarce and declining winter visitor with numbers in Hampshire tumbling from a mean maximum of 176 in the late 1990’s down to 88 over
the last five years.

2017: There were seven records during January to March involving up to six birds. All the sightings
were from the Sweare Deep channel. The highest count was of four males with two females off Pook
lane on January 18th. The last sighting of this early winter period involved a pair off Pook Lane on
March 5th.
There were just five sightings from the late winter period. The first was of a male observed off Pook
Lane on November 24th and probably the same bird was seen on December 4th. An incredible three
males and nine females were off Pook Lane at high tide on 8th. The males were busy displaying
amongst themselves, whilst the females were all diving for food! This is the highest number ever
encountered in the area. A female was seen off Pook Lane on December 20th and finally a pair were
in the Sweare Deep on 28th.

Red Breasted Merganser Mergus serrator
Both Langstone Harbour in the west and Chichester Harbour in the east have counts of this moderately common winter visitor often in excess
of 200, so it is remarkable that this species does not occur in the Emsworth/Warblington area in any larger numbers than those found below.

Monthly Maximums
Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

May

Jun

Jul

Aug

Sep

Oct

Nov

Dec

1
(5)
(8)
Beacon Sq
5
2
Nore Barn
5
(3)
(16)
(4)
Conigar Pt
4
4
3
(5)
(13)
(33)
(8)
(2)
(2)
Pook Ln
9
12
15
2
3
(26)
(18)
(16)
(14)
(2)
(2)
(1)
(1)
(2)
In blue brackets - Maxima per month at each site between 2013-2016 – Best total in red

1
(6)
1

4
(5)

(2)
7
(16)
18
(41)

(2)
6
(7)
16
(27)

2017
Emsworth

(12)
2

(8)

2017: The last winter bird was a female off Pook Lane on April 15th and the first returning birds were
two at Beacon Square on October 22nd. The highest count of the year were 18 off Pook Lane on
November 2nd.

Goosander Mergus merganser - 2013: 0:

2014: 9-1: 2015: 16-1: 2016: 3-1:

The Goosander is a scarce winter visitor to Hampshire, but in recent years its numbers are increasing, up from a mean maximum of 94 in the
late 1990’s to 194 over the last five years. However, the majority of birds are still seen in the west and north of the county, with the south
east being one of its least favoured areas. Since the turn of the century the only record was of a female that commuted between Emsworth
Mill Pond and Slipper Pond from 28th December 2009 to 7th February 2010.

2017: On November 16th, a juvenile Goosander was discovered fiddling about by the pier beside the
Emsworth Sailing Club, Emsworth Harbour. It then swam along the edge of the sailing club building
and arrived at the steps by the sea wall. It then proceeded to swim towards me as I stood on the wall,
but curved out and away and passed me at about 25 metres, before an approaching dog walker
Author: Peter Milinets-Raby - peter.raby2@ntlworld.com
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spooked the bird and it flew south out into the harbour. I managed to get a few passable photos,
especially when considering it was a dull and overcast day.
The same individual was again seen lazily swimming close to the shore on November 18th and at
sunrise on 20th. On December 12th a female type (no fine detail noted in the brief view) flew over
the Emsworth Sailing Club heading east. It diverted over the mill pond, where it obviously saw that it
was frozen, and then continued east to Thorney Island. The bird was probably the same individual,
but with a reported sighting of four redheads from Thorney Island on December 9th it could not be
100% proven. However, the juvenile was next observed on the Emsworth Mill Pond on December
15th. It flew onto the pond at 2:49pm and showed reasonably well at times.
Perhaps the same bird was observed on December 27th in the low tide channel off Pook Lane loosely
associating with a feeding flock of 16 Red-Breasted Mergansers. It was too far away to get detail of
the white lore patch, but it did look more female, than first winter, with a richer head colour – but
that could easily have been due to the bright light conditions.

Goosander in Emsworth Harbour

Author: Peter Milinets-Raby - peter.raby2@ntlworld.com
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Goosander on Emsworth Mill Pond

Pheasant Phasianus colchicus
Usually seen in small numbers (1 to 3) at the Langstone Mill Pond flooded horse paddocks, Conigar Point fields and the Ibis Field.

2017: Counts over ten included 12 in the Ibis Field on January 29th and 16 there on February 4th.

Great Northern Diver Gavia immer - 2013: 0:

2014: 0: 2015: 1-1: 2016: 1-2:

This species is very sporadically seen in the northern reaches of the Emsworth Channel that feeds into Sweare Deep and Emsworth Harbour.
The last known wanderer was at Slipper Mill Pond on 2nd April 2006.

2017: No sightings.

Little Grebe Tachybaptus ruficollis
Recorded numbers of this species in Hampshire over the last eight years have been remarkably stable at around a mean winter maximum of
360 and a breeding population of 60+ pairs. The best chance of seeing this species in the Warblington/Emsworth area is during the winter
months, though numbers are always low.

2017: In the early winter period birds were seen in and around Emsworth with one in Emsworth
Harbour on January 3rd, eight there on 30th and five on March 9th. A bird was observed on Emsworth
Mill Pond on February 5th and two there on March 16th. Away from Emsworth, two were present off
Conigar Point on March 5th.
A partial summer plumaged bird was on
Langstone Mill Pond on July 18th, and again
on 25th and it was conceivably likely that it
was the same bird that loitered until the end
of the year. Being of a shy and secretive
nature it was sporadically seen on just ten
dates and joined for one sighting on
December 4th by a second bird (interaction
and calls observed). On the birds last sighting
of the year on December 29th it showed
extremely well, diving regularly and catching
quite large fish (see photos).

Author: Peter Milinets-Raby - peter.raby2@ntlworld.com
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Away from Langstone Mill Pond, two were on Emsworth Mill pond on October 22nd and one there on
December 28th. Six were in Emsworth Harbour on November 16th and three there on 20th. And
finally one was noted around the corner at Nore Barn on November 20th.

Great Crested Grebe Podiceps cristatus
Across the Hayling Bridge in Langstone Harbour this species thrives with regular winter peaks of over 70. In the Hampshire sectors of
Chichester Harbour winter figures barely reach 30 and consequently the numbers in the Emsworth/Warblington area rarely get to double
figures as usually it is only the odd wanderer that pushes up with the incoming tides.

2017: Continuing the worrying trend from late 2016, there were no early winter records. The first
sighting of the year was in the spring with one at Nore Barn on March 9th. Further spring records
involved a summer plumaged bird off Pook Lane on May 16th and again on 18th. Likely failed breeders
arrived in the area with one off Pook Lane on June 8th, another on July 28th and again one on August
1st.
A very small autumn passage was noted with one off Emsworth Harbour on September 4th and one
off Pook Lane on October 13th.
In the late winter period there were nine sightings involving probably only two birds, with most of the
records coming from the Sweare Deep channel. The first sighting of this winter period were two off
Pook Lane on November 5th and the last sighting of the year was a single there on December 27th.
Away from Sweare Deep, probably the same two wandered east to Nore Barn on December 21st.

Red Necked Grebe Podiceps grisegena - 2013: 0:

2014: 0: 2015: 0: 2016: 5-1:

2017: No sightings.

Cormorant Phalacrocorax carbo
2017: One showing characteristics of the continental race sinensis was noted on Emsworth Mill Pond
on March 9th (see photo on next page). The best count of the year occurred on September 17th when
three groups consisting of eight, seven and three flew east along Sweare Deep off Conigar Point in a
twenty minute period.

Author: Peter Milinets-Raby - peter.raby2@ntlworld.com
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Sinensis on Emsworth Mill Pond

Dusk at Langstone Mill Pond

Little Egret Egretta garzetta
Formerly a rare vagrant in Britain, the Little Egret has undergone a remarkable range expansion in the last twenty five years. In 1990, the
British Birds Rarities Committee took the decision to remove the Little Egret from the list of species which it considers. By the autumn of
1995, counts in excess of 100 had been registered at individual sites, and three years later, in autumn 1998, the first single-site count of more
than 200 was made. Moreover, breeding was confirmed in 1996, the first British breeding record ever for the species, and by the summer of
1999 it was nesting at nine different localities, with an estimated total of at least 30 pairs. Langstone Mill Pond was the first single species
colony to be established in the UK and breeding started in 2007 with four pairs, and quickly doubled to 10 pairs in 2008.

2017: In the early winter period double figure counts were as follows. There were 16 in the field west
of the Warblington cemetery on January 7th, with 10 there on 18th, 10 on 29th and 11 on February
4th. In the horse fields along Wade Lane 13 were seen on March 9th.
The first hints of breeding were the observation of two birds showing interest in the old nests in the
Holm Oak on March 13th and a bird was noticed with blushed orange feet on 17th. On March 28th
13 Little Egrets were up to mischief, pinching sticks from Grey Herons nests, participating in lots of
guttural croaking and displaying to one another. This was 11 days earlier than 2016. By the following
day three birds were standing beside old nests in the Holm Oak and by end of the month, the colony
Author: Peter Milinets-Raby - peter.raby2@ntlworld.com
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felt in full swing with 33 birds present with lots of displaying, stick pinching and building up of old
nests.
Breeding birds arrived daily and by April 4th there were 45 birds present in the colony and before the
fresh green foliage became impossible to see through, a final count of nests was made on April 27th.
The tally gave a minimum of 42, with a maximum of 44 nests being occupied (There were actually 62
birds present in the colony during the count). During a visit on May 16th it was noted that there were
two new nests being built on the easily viewed “island” and possibly three new nests under
construction in the main Holm Oak, this would give a concluding minimum count of 44 nests with a
possible maximum of 49. At least three nests had young in on this date. Towards the end of the
breeding season, on July 11th, at least 52 birds were still loitering on the pond and at least three nests
still held small young. However, on August 15th it was noted that there were still two tiny chicks on a
nest to be fledged and these two chicks were still present on August 23rd. They were still being fed
by adults as they loitered near to the nest on September 15th.

On the evening of September 1st a count was
made of the Little Egrets arriving to roost at
Langstone Mill Pond. There were 27 birds
roosting in the trees to start with and between
6:49pm (an hour before sunset) and 7:20pm
54 birds had arrived. Between 7:20pm and
7:49pm (Sunset) a further 51 Little Egrets flew
in to roost. After sunset and until 8:27pm a
further 12 birds flew in, giving a grand total of
144. This was thirty birds down on last year’s
count!

(Above) Little Egret chicks at various ages.
(Below) Little Egret pinching stick from Coot’s nest.

In the late year counts over 10 were as
follows. There were 14 in the field west of
Warblington Church on November 20th, 13
there on 25th, 12 on December 15th and 12 on
27th.
Author: Peter Milinets-Raby - peter.raby2@ntlworld.com
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Great White Egret Ardea alba – 2013: 0:

2014: 0: 2015: 0: 2016: 0:

2017: Two birds were present off the marsh east of Conigar Point on July 14th. They were being
accompanied by a Grey Heron and a Little Egret.

Cattle Egret Bubulcus ibis – 2006: 1-1: 2012: 1-1: 2013: 0:

2014: 0: 2015: 0: 2016: 9-3:

2017: The small flock of five birds that spent the last few weeks of 2016 at Castle Farm, Warblington
continued their sojourn into 2017. Astonishingly at dawn on January 2nd the numbers swelled to
eight. This number alas, did not hang
around and by 7th only four were
Four of the eight
present. Then four again on the 14th,
three on 18th and finally one on 24th.
In the late winter period it was no
surprise when a Cattle Egret was
reported from the Warblington fields
around Castle Farm in early November.
I bumped into it on 9th and found it
perched in the dead tree in the field
north of the black barn. It was with
three Little Egrets. I was half expecting
the numbers to increase like last winter,
but they did not and this single bird was
the only one seen to the end of the year.
There were 13 further sightings of this
bird during November and December.
Initially it was very flighty and easily
spooked and was seen in various fields
around Castle Farm. On a couple of
occasions it was observed at dawn at
the rear of the Ibis Field roosting on the
dead tree there. On November 19th it
shared this tree with four Little Egrets
and bizarrely four female Pheasant. The
last sighting of the year was on December 29th.
Author: Peter Milinets-Raby - peter.raby2@ntlworld.com
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Close up of one of the eight

Returning bird on November 9th
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Sheltering from a bitterly cold wind on December 27th

Grey Heron Ardea cinerea
The discovery of three breeding pairs of Grey Heron at Langstone Mill Pond in 2014 (probable in 2013) was most unexpected, especially
considering that the number of pairs of Grey Heron in Hampshire is on the decline, dropping 44% from a peak of 260 in 1985 to just 143 in
2014. However in 2015 there was a slight recovery with approximately 203 pairs. The nearest heronry to the Emsworth/Warblington area
is at Tournerbury Wood on Hayling Island where 14 pairs were nesting in 2013, 11+ in 2014, 7 in 2015 and 6 in 2016. This decline hints that
the Langstone Mill Pond heronry has established itself at the expense of Tournerbury, especially as the Langstone heronry doubled in size in
2015 to six pairs.

2017: A full breakdown of the 2017 breeding season can be found below, which resulted in 12 pairs
attempting to breed. Nine pairs were successful in rearing 26 young (Two pairs having two attempts).
The outcome of two pairs were not known.
Nest 1: Top of Holm Oak:
The pair were observed on the nest together looking smitten on January 24th. On March 9th I could
hear young calling and could see the movement of a bill and a little shaggy head, however, I sensed
that the calls were also emanating from one of the other nests in the Holm Oak (See Nest 8). Three
young were confirmed in the nest on March 20th. The birds had fledged by 29th and the two adults
were again bringing in sticks and looking as if they were going to attempt a second brood. An adult
was noted sitting on the nest on April 4th. Two tiny chicks were noted on May 16th.
In the late year on November 10th the pair were observed perched on the nest mating. The male
departed and the female snuggled down onto the nest. This was very early, compared to the last two
breeding seasons. So if eggs were laid I estimated a possible hatching date of roughly December 13th.
Author: Peter Milinets-Raby - peter.raby2@ntlworld.com
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A bird was sitting up on the nest on
December 29th, as if waiting for his mate to
return. There was no evidence of young. In
fact the birds were observed mating again
on the nest on January 2nd 2018 suggesting
that the earlier attempt had failed?
Nest 2: Lower down the southern edge of
the Holm Oak:
This pair was observed together on the nest
on January 24th. The male was pinching
sticks from other nests and a bird looked
settled on the nest on February 4th. At least
two young were observed on April 3rd. On
April 28th the two adults were adding sticks
to the nest, ready for a second brood. Two
young were observed on May 30th.
Nest 3: South of the Holm Oak, obscured
and to the rear, in the lower branches of tall
tree:
A pair were observed on this nest on January
24th. They looked like they may have laid as
they were very enamoured with one another
and fiddling with sticks etc. Three large
young were observed in the nest on March
20th.

Male on Nest 10

Nest 4: In between Nest 3 and the Holm
Oak, at the rear, high up in a slightly taller
Holm Oak.
One was observed guarding the nest on
January 24th. It was chasing off the Heron
from nest 2, which was busy pinching sticks
from its nest. On March 20th the adult was
seen sitting and standing, suggesting very
small chicks – but none were visible. Three
young were observed on March 28th.
Nest 5: About 1.5 metres south from Nest
3:
A bird was standing on the nest on January
30th and on March 20th an adult was
observed sitting and standing and some
movement of tiny chicks noted. There were
no further details.
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Nest 6: In front and slightly below Nest 3:
On January 12th an adult was standing upright on this nest, obviously looking out for its mate. The
nest looked empty in mid-March and by the end of the month most of the bulk of the nest had gone
due to various stick robbers. However, on April 20th a single adult was observed re-building up this
nest. There were no further details of this late attempt.
Nest 7: At the back of the main stand of trees and to the south of all the other nests:
Two birds were observed standing on this nest on January 18th and an adult was sitting extremely low
in the nest on March 20th. On March 28th the pair were observed mating. Two tiny young were
noted in this nest on April 4th.
Nest 8: At the rear of the Holm Oak, just below Nest 1:
On March 9th this nest had an adult sat on it, making a lot of fuss. With no obvious sign of any life in
Nest 2, the sound of young heard calling on this date could have possibly emanated from this nest.
An adult was seen standing and sitting on March 20th, but no young observed.
Nest 9: Now the furthest nest to the south of the colony:
A bird was seen stood on this nest on January 24th and a pair were on this nest on February 4th. The
nest looked empty in mid-March. The pair were observed mating on March 28th and a bird was sitting
very tight on the nest the next day. Three tiny young were seen on April 6th.
Nest 10: At great height, in-between the two Holm Oaks:
A new edition to the colony for 2017. A bird started to collect sticks for this nest on March 9th and it
was still being constructed on 13th. A male in gorgeous breeding plumage was displaying on this nest
on March 28th, 29th, and 31st. He soon attracted a mate and the pair were building up the nest with
regular stick runs. An adult was observed regurgitating food into this nest on May 16th and three
young were confirmed on May 30th.
In the late year, on November 25th the male was standing on this nest, looking very proud. Two birds
were standing on the nest on December 4th, though they did very little else! An adult was stood on
the nest on 29th.
Nest 11: The other Holm Oak (above and slightly to the left of Nest 4):
Another new edition to the colony for 2017. On March 31st a pair started to build up a new nest in
the other Holm oak. Lots of toing and throwing. The pair were still bringing in sticks to this nest on
April 4th and an adult bird was sitting tight on the nest on 5th and still there on 15th. This nest had
young chicks in on May 19th, but they were too small to see. At least one chick was noted on 23rd.
Nest 12: Above nest 9 and slightly below and to the left of nest 7:
Another new edition to the colony for 2017. On May 19th I was very surprised to discover a twelfth
nest. The nest was heavily covered in foliage, but I could clearly see two young chicks in the nest.
Now, what a surprise!!!!

Glossy Ibis Plegadis falcinellus - 2013: 3-1:

2014: 0: 2015: 0: 2016: 0:

2017: No sightings.
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Spoonbill Platalea leucorodia - 2013: 0:

2014: 0: 2015: 1-1: 2016: 0:

2017: No sightings.

Hen Harrier Circus cyaneus - 2013: 0:

2014: 0: 2015: 0: 2016: 0:

2017: On March 28th at 9:40am, a male Hen Harrier flew high over Langstone Mill pond, heading north
east.

Marsh Harrier Circus aeruginosus - 2013: 0:

2014: 0: 2015: 1-1: 2016: 2-2:

2017: No sightings.

Sparrowhawk Accipiter nisus
2017: There were 13 widespread sightings of this species, an above average year. The first flew over
Emsworth Town centre on April 14th and the last sighting was one over Emsworth Mill Pond on
December 15th.

Buzzard Buteo buteo
2017: Seen, but nothing to report, though the pair along Wade Lane almost certainly bred again this
year.

Buzzard along Wade Lane

Osprey Pandion haliaetus - 2013: 1-1:

2014: 2-2: 2015: 2-1: 2016: 4-5:

The Osprey is a scarce passage migrant, which more frequently lingers at favoured sites on its return journey south. Over the past few years
during late August to mid-October both Thorney Island and Farlington Marshes play host to as many as six lingering individuals, so it is not
surprising that sightings in the area reflect the presence of these loitering birds.

2017: No sightings.
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Kestrel Falco tinnunculus
This species used to breed regularly on the castle tower at Castle Farm, though in recent years the pair have been usurped by Jackdaws.
Kestrels are still occasionally seen nearby on the church or in the cemetery, but these occurrences are getting more infrequent.

2017: A fairly random selection of twenty-one sightings, with all of them being of single birds. The
first sighting of the year was along Pook Lane on March 9th and the last sighting was over the SSSI
Field, Pook Lane on December 3rd.

Merlin Falco columbarius - 2013: 0:

2014: 1-1: 2015: 0: 2016: 0:

The Merlin is an amber scheduled species and regarded as a scarce winter visitor and passage migrant. Over the last five years the average
number of individuals that winter in Hampshire is less than 20, so it is not surprising that this species has not been seen too often in the
Emsworth/Warblington area!

2017: No sightings.

Hobby Falco Subbuteo - 2013: 1-1:

2014: 3-3: 2015: 1-1: 2016: 0:

The Hobby is a moderately common summer visitor/breeder and passage migrant to Hampshire and the sightings below typically reflect this
species tendency to be only a passage migrant in the Emsworth/Warblington area.

2017: There were just two records of this enigmatic falcon, both in the autumn period in the month
of September. The first sighting occurred at Beacon Square on 6th, when a single bird dashed over
the houses and headed due south out into the harbour and the second flew south over the field behind
Conigar Point on 21st.

Peregrine Falco peregrinus
A scarce, but increasing resident, with sightings augmented throughout the year by visitors from the handful of nesting sites in the
neighbourhood.

2017: 2017 was a good year for Peregrine with nine records. The first of the year was an adult which
flew over Langstone Mill Pond on April 4th and headed across the Sweare Deep towards Hayling
Island. On June 30th one was seen flying over Sweare Deep heading south towards Hayling Island and
one flew over the Hayling Bridge, heading into Langstone Harbour on August 3rd.
On August 15th a juvenile flew around over the Sweare Deep for five minutes, having several swoops
at two different Little Egrets and a couple of Oystercatchers, but failing to connect on each occasion.
It was acting as if it was just practicing! It then landed on the low tide mud for a couple of minutes
before flying off over the Hayling Bridge. Another very mobile bird was over the Ibis Field on
September 21st flushing all the pigeons and doves in the cress bed hedge before heading to the shore
where it no doubt flushed everything else! One was over Nore Barn on October 6th and an adult was
perched all morning on one of the red navigation posts at Conigar Point on 8th.
It is always an exciting moment when everything along the shore takes to the air in a mass panic. On
November 25th along the Pook Lane low tide mud waders dashed here, there and everywhere. The
culprit was a juvenile Peregrine that had several failed dives for birds, before two Herring Gulls and a
Carrion Crow chased it. The Peregrine retaliated by chasing the crow and had several dives at the
crow, before the gulls won the day and saw the bird off east towards Thorney Island. The last sighting
of the year occurred on December 14th when an adult was discovered perched on a mound of
seaweed out in the middle of Sweare Deep (low tide). It was ripping the guts out of a kill. It stayed
there having lunch for my entire hour long visit.
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Water Rail Rallus aquaticus
2017: There were only six records of this species, half the number of last year. All the records came
from two just locations. The first of the year was briefly seen dashing along the edge of the reeds at
Langstone Mill Pond on March 17th. The next record at this site was heard on November 2nd, then
finally one was briefly observed running along the reed edge on 10th. In the mini reed bed behind
Conigar Point birds were heard squealing on October 8th, on November 19th and on December 3rd.

Moorhen Gallinula chloropus
2017: The highest count of the year was a very low 15 in the flooded horse paddock, Langstone Mill
Pond on December 29th.

Coot Fulica atra
2017: Counts over 30 were as follows. On January 30th there were 27 in Emsworth Harbour and 17
on the Mill Pond, 25 in Emsworth Harbour with 11 on the mill pond on March 9th. In the late winter
months on October 22nd there were 32 on the Emsworth Mill Pond (with a further six in the harbour),
then 39 on the Emsworth Mill Pond on December 1st and finally 41 on the mill pond on 28th.

Oystercatcher Haematopus ostralegus
2017: Away from the shore the best “inland”
counts were 15 in the field south of
Warblington cemetery on February 4th and 13
recorded there on December 27th. The best
pre-roost gatherings on the “salt marsh island”
in the Sweare Deep were 63 on March 9th, 77
noted on September 4th and finally 68 on
September 17th.

Avocet

Recurvirostra avosetta - 2013: 0:

2014: 0: 2015: 6-2: 2016: 2-2:
This species has two substantial wintering flocks either side of the
Warblington/Emsworth area. The peak counts from these areas
for 2014 were 58 in Langstone Harbour on 26th December and 62 at
Thorney Island on 5th December. Strangely, sightings of this species occur very infrequently, however a remarkable count of five were seen
along the Warblington shore on 18th March 1984.

2017: There were just two sightings. On February 17th one was fast asleep on the water's edge along
the north Hayling shore off Pook Lane and one was in the channel off Pook Lane on September 24th.

Ringed Plover Charadrius hiaticula
2017: Another poor year with only 12 records involving just 62 individuals. The only early winter
record was nine ahead of an incoming tide at Beacon Square on January 3rd.
The only spring record was three off Conigar Point on May 4th. Autumn sightings involved one off
Pook Lane on July 28th, four there on August 15th, 16 on September 4th and two on 24th. Further
autumn movement was noted at Conigar Point with seven on August 19th two there on September
4th and one in Emsworth Harbour on August 20th.
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In the late winter period, one was seen at Conigar Point on November 9th, nine were at Beacon Square
on November 18th, five there on December 12th and one on 15th. Finally, one was in Emsworth
Harbour on December 15th. Many of these above records were of individuals with colour rings – see
details below.

Ringed Plover colour ring Sightings:

-//- +G//NB

-

-

+

2016: 1 - Beacon Square 3rd December:

2017: Beacon Square 3rd January, 12th and 15th December

-//- +G//YL

-

-

+

2015: 1 - Beacon Square 13th December:

2017: No sightings.

-//- +G//RO

-

-

+

2017: Beacon Square 18th November and Emsworth Harbour 15th December

-//- +Y//NW

-

-

+

W

2015: 1 - Beacon Square 13th December:

2017: No sightings.

-//- +R//LY

-

-

+

2016: 1 - Beacon Square 3rd December:

2017: Beacon Square 3rd January and 18th November

-//- +N//YW

-

-

+

W

2017: Beacon Square 18th November.

Golden Plover Pluvialis apricaria
2017: A poor year with just three records, all from the Sweare Deep mud flats in the month of
February. The first were two birds observed on the mud flats off Pook Lane on 4th, then an impressive
flock of 541 on 6th and finally a smaller, but just as impressive flock of 366 on 8th.
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Golden Plover at Pook Lane

Grey Plover Pluvialis squatarola
The long term decline in Grey Plover numbers continues at an alarming rate, from a mean maximum of 3087 (between 1997 and 2002) to
1824 (between 2007 and 2012). And, in the last three years the average has been fairly stable at just over 1100. Langstone Harbour and the
Hampshire sectors of Chichester Harbour account for nearly 70% of these totals. With high tide counts in excess of 500 being regular from
these nearby harbours, it is quite surprising that the numbers recorded in the Emsworth area do not reflect this relative local abundance.

Monthly Maximums
Jan

Feb

(9)
10
(4)

(4)

Mar

Apr

May

Jun

Jul

Aug

Sep

Oct

Nov

Dec

2

2
(23)

8
(8)

(1)

(3)

17
(8)
2
(17)
7
(3)
17
(35)
13
(16)

9
(14)
1
(6)

2017
Emsworth
Beacon Sq

8

(5)

(20)

Nore Barn

(10)
(7)
(7)
(11)
(1)
4
5
20
22
5
1
25
57
(21)
(43)
(61)
(22)
(5)
(4)
(22)
(24)
(27)
Pook Ln
11
12
9
30
1
7
23
11
(30)
(23)
(26)
(16)
(6)
(8)
(59)
(29)
(26)
In blue brackets - Maxima per month at each site between 2013-2016 – Best total in red
Conigar Pt

(3)
20
(7)
16
(78)

2017: The last birds of the early winter period were five at Conigar Point on May 4th and the first
returning bird was a single off Pook Lane on July 29th. The highest count of the year were 57 at Conigar
Point on October 1st.

Lapwing Vanellus vanellus
Monthly maximums
Jan

Feb

(23)

(16)

Mar

Apr

May

Jun

Jul

Aug

Sep

Oct

Nov

Dec

1

26
(8)

10
(15)

(17)
29
(64)

(24)
6
(104)

2017
Emsworth
Nore Barn

(37)
7
(27)
(41)
(15)
(16)
(9)
(5)
(25)
Pook Ln
181
186
1
2
(176)
(86)
(1)
(2)
(14)
(5)
(48)
(39)
In blue brackets - Maxima per month at each site between 2013-2016 – Best total in red
Conigar Pt
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2017: The only record away from the shore was of a flock of 18 flying north inland off Pook Lane on
November 13th. The highest count of the year were 186 off Pook Lane on February 6th, which was a
record count for the area.

Knot Calidris canutus
Monthly Maximums
Jan

Feb

(934)

Mar

Apr

May

Jun

Jul

Aug

Sep

Oct

Nov

Dec

(492)

(1)

(478)

(96)

(1)

(4)

(8)

(67)

(4)

(1)

(3)
8
(316)

(1)

2017
Emsworth
Beacon Sq
Nore Barn
Conigar Pt

5
(42)
(16)
(1)
(1)
(6)
Pook Ln
4
2
(113)
(30)
(60)
(6)
(1)
(17)
(27)
(20)
In blue brackets - Maxima per month at each site between 2013-2016 – Best total in red

(256)

2017: An abysmal year with only seven records, the worst year since this report started in 2013.

Little Stint Calidris minuta - 2013: 0:

2014: 2-2: 2015: 1-1: 2016: 0:

2017: No sightings.

Curlew Sandpiper Calidris ferruginea - 2013: 6-34:

2014: 17-28: 2015: 8-2: 2016: 7-5:

2017: The winter plumaged adult from 2016 lingered off Pook Lane for three further sightings. The
first was on January 7th, then on February 8th when it was discovered in the middle of a flock of 366
Golden Plover and finally the last sighting was on 17th.
Curlew Sandpiper with Golden Plover at Pook Lane

Author: Peter Milinets-Raby - peter.raby2@ntlworld.com
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Curlew Sandpiper with a Dunlin at Pook Lane

Dunlin Calidris alpina
Monthly Maximums
Jan

Feb

Mar

(800)
14
(50)

(160)

(2)

(84)

(80)

Apr

May

Jun

Jul

Aug

Sep

Oct

13

9
(5)

(25)

Nov

Dec

179
(254)
137
(55)
68
(160)
13
(349)
308
(605)

222
(326)
130
(185)
71
(22)
233
(121)
398
(565)

2017
Emsworth
Beacon Sq
Nore Barn

(3)
1

(22)
5

(212) (120) (79)
(42)
481
197
9
6
8
9
6
18
(43)
(411) (420) (144)
(1)
(4)
(66)
(1)
(63)
Pook Ln
289
76
165
16
20
28
32
24
(870) (520) (229) (32)
(70)
(21)
(91) (117) (231)
In blue brackets - Maxima per month at each site between 2013-2016 – Best total in red
Conigar Pt

2017: The last early winter birds were 8 at Conigar Point on May 4th and the first returning birds were
20 at Pook Lane on July 13th. The highest count of the year were 481 at Conigar Point on January 7th.

Author: Peter Milinets-Raby - peter.raby2@ntlworld.com
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Snipe Gallinago gallinago - 2013: 2-2:

2014: 4-5: 2015: 0: 2016: 2-7:

The UK population of Snipe has undergone moderate declines in the past twenty-five years, with particularly steep reductions in lowland wet
grassland, making it an Amber List species. During the period from the late 1970’s to 2003 the winter and spring numbers of Snipe in the
marshy areas along the Warblington shore dwindled from 20+ to just five or six, then eventually none. During the last decade this decline is
reflected in the infrequent sightings of this species (2 at Brook Meadow on 10th January 2009 and 2 at Brook Meadow on 2nd December
2010)

2017: There were five sightings. The first was a single bird flushed from the SSSI field, Pook Lane on
January 18th. It did not fly far, dropping down onto the sea marsh along the shore where it could not
be re-found. Probably the same bird was flushed from the identical spot on January 29th. One was
showing relatively well as it fed in the Ibis Field on March 5th. On August 19th a hovering Kestrel
flushed a bird off the shore at Conigar Point and finally one was observed flying east, calling as it did
so, along the Pook Lane shore on September 24th.
Salt marsh at Conigar Point

Black-tailed Godwit Limosa limosa
Monthly Maximums
Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

May

Jun

Jul

Aug

Sep

81
(9)
7
(3)
33
(24)

118
(41)

41
(42)

Oct

Nov

Dec

7
(33)
99

8
(15)
5
(7)
133
(162)

2017
Emsworth

33
(49)
Beacon Sq
9
(2)
(3)
(46)
Nore Barn
101
42
7
2
11
1
39
(60)
(9)
(11)
(2)
(8)
(45)
Conigar Pt
1
4
1
1
(6)
(1)
(11)
(7)
(1)
(3)
(130)
Pook Ln
46
40
146
146
18
23
22
10
71
(129)
(15) (101) (172) (26)
(6)
(20)
(41)
(68) (158)
In blue brackets - Maxima per month at each site between 2013-2016 – Best total in red
(1)

(1)

Author: Peter Milinets-Raby - peter.raby2@ntlworld.com

112
(163)
1
(75)
138
(109)

(4)
17
(77)
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2017: The last early winter birds were two at Pook Lane on April 28th and the first returning birds
were 18 at Pook Lane on June 30th. The highest counts of the year were 146 at Pook Lane on both
March 13th and April 5th. Away from the main tabulated locations, birds were seen in the flooded
horse paddock, Langstone Mill Pond on December 14th (4), one on 18th and a remarkable 11 on 29th.
There were fourteen colour ringed birds observed in 2017 – details can be found below.

Black-tailed Godwit colour ring sightings:

R//R+OG//-

+

-

2013: 1 - Pook Lane 17th October:

2017: No sightings.

R//R+LG//-

+

-

Recorded in the area since October 2013 – Over 15 sightings

2013: 3: 2015: 1 - Pook Lane 20th March:

2017: Beacon Square 18th November and Pook Lane 4th December

R//R+YG//-

+

-

2014: 1 - Pook Lane 15th October:

2017: No sightings.

R//R+RG//-

+

-

2014: 2: 2015: 1 - Pook Lane 31st October:

2017: No sightings.

Author: Peter Milinets-Raby - peter.raby2@ntlworld.com
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R//R+GR//-

+

-

Recorded in the area since March 2011 – Under 10 sightings

2014: 1: 2015: 2 - Pook Lane 16th October:

2017: Pook Lane 1st November.

R//R+GL//-

+

-

2017: Beacon Square 18th November.

R//R+WW//-

+

W

W

-

2017: Emsworth Harbour 7th October.

ROL//-+RLR//-

-

+

-

A regular since 2009 – Over 100 sightings

2014: 1: 2016: 1 - Nore Barn 17th December:

2017: Beacon Square 18th November.

L//R+WR//-

+

W

-

Recorded in the area since Nov 2010 – Only 5 sightings

-

Only seen twice in the area – first in December 2011

-

Recorded in the area since Nov 2009 – Over 40 sightings

2013: 1 - Pook Lane 3rd November:

2017: No sightings.

L//R+WL//-

+

W

2014: 1 - Pook Lane 31st October:

2017: No sightings.

L//R+LL//-

+

2013: 1 - Nore Barn 15th November:

2017: No sightings.

L//R+OG//-

+

-

2017: Pook Lane 9th November.

Author: Peter Milinets-Raby - peter.raby2@ntlworld.com
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W//R+WN//-

W

+

W

-

Recorded in the area since October 2010 – Over 65 sightings

2013: 2: 2015: 1: 2016: 1 - Nore Barn 3rd December:

2017: No sightings.

W//R+WY//-

W

+

W

-

2017: Pook Lane 6th November.

W//R+LO//-

W

+

-

2014: 1: 2016: 1 - Pook Lane 30th March:

2017: No sightings.

W//R+YN//-

W

+

-

Recorded in the area since March 2011 – Under 5 sightings

2014: 1: 2015: 1 - Pook Lane 16th October:

2017: No sightings.

WO//-+LY//-

W

-

+

-

2013: 1 - Nore Barn 21st November:

2017: No sightings.

WO//-+LW//-

W

-

+

W

-

A regular since 2010 – Over 60 sightings

2014: 1: 2016: 1 - Nore Barn 17th December:

2017: No sightings.

WY//-+YW//-

W

-

+

‘X’

-

2015: 1 - Pook Lane 16th October:

2017: No sightings.

B//R+GG//-

+

-

2014: 1 - Pook Lane 15th October:

2017: No sightings.

Author: Peter Milinets-Raby - peter.raby2@ntlworld.com
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B//R+GO//-

+

-

Recorded in the area since Nov 2014 – Under 10 sightings

2014: 1: 2015: 2 - Nore Barn 13th December:

2017: No sightings.

B//R+GW//-

+

W

-

2014: 1 - Pook Lane 10th December:

2017: No sightings.

B//R+WN//-

+

W

-

2014: 1 - Pook Lane 10th December:

2017: No sightings.

B//R+WG//-

+

W

-

2014: 1: 2015: 1 - Pook Lane 16th October:

2017: No sightings.

B//R+WR//-

+

W

-

2017: Pook Lane 1st November

B//R+LN//-

+

-

2017: Pook Lane 1st November

Y//R+YB//-

+

-

2014: 2: 2015: 1 - Pook Lane 31st October:

2017: No sightings.

Y//R+GY//-

+

-

Recorded in the area since April 2010 – Under 10 sightings

2014: 1 - Pook Lane 15th October:

2017: No sightings.

Author: Peter Milinets-Raby - peter.raby2@ntlworld.com
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Y//R+YW//-

+

W

-

2016: 1 – Pook Lane 17th March:

2017: No sightings.

Y//R+BN//-

+

-

2015: 1 - Pook Lane 16th October:

2017: No sightings.

G//R+YY//-

+

-

Recorded in the area since Nov 2005 – Over 15 sightings

2014: 2 - Pook Lane 27th November:

2017: No sightings.

G//R+R//R

+

Recorded in the area since Sept 2008 – Under 5 sightings

2014: 1: 2015: 1 - Nore Barn 13th December:

2017: No sightings.

G//R+BG//-

+

-

Recorded in the area since Sept 2010 – Over 60 sightings

2014: 1: 2015: 1 - Pook Lane 12th February:

2017: Pook Lane 31st July, 23rd October and 1st November

G//R+BY//-

+

-

Recorded in the area since Nov 2010 – Under 10 sightings

-

Recorded in the area since Apr 2010 – Under 10 sightings

-

Recorded in the area since July 2006 – Over 25 sightings

2015: 1 - Emsworth Harbour 28th July:

2017: No sightings.

G//R+LG//-

+

2015: 1 - Pook Lane 26th January:

2017: No sightings.

G//R+GY//-

+

2015: 1 - Pook Lane 11th April:

2017: No sightings.
Author: Peter Milinets-Raby - peter.raby2@ntlworld.com
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G//R+GG//-

+

-

Recorded in the area since Jan 2008 – Under 10 sightings

2016: 1 – Pook Lane 3rd November:

2017: Pook Lane 6th November.

G//R+GW//-

+

W

-

2017: Nore Barn 3rd December

G//R+OL//-

+

-

2015: 1 - Pook Lane 11th April:

2017: No sightings.

G//R+WR//-

+

W

-

2015: 1: 2016: 1 - Nore Barn 3rd December:

2017: No sightings.

G//R+WN//-

+

W

-

W

-

Prior to 2015, the only sighting was at Pagham in Nov 2008

2015: 1 - Pook Lane 16th October:

2017: No sightings.

G//R+WG//-

+

2017: Pook Lane 6th November.

O//R+WY//-

+

W

-

2014: 2 - Pook Lane 5th November:

2017: No sightings.

O//R+WW//-

+

W

W

-

2015: 1 - Emsworth Harbour 28th July:

2017: No sightings.

Author: Peter Milinets-Raby - peter.raby2@ntlworld.com
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O//R+WL//-

+

W

-

2017: Pook Lane 11th October and 18th November

OL//-+LR//-

-

+

-

2014: 1 - Pook Lane 29th November:

2017: No sightings.

Bar-tailed Godwit amongst Black-tailed Godwits on the shore of Pook Lane

Author: Peter Milinets-Raby - peter.raby2@ntlworld.com
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Bar-tailed Godwit Limosa lapponica
Monthly maximums
Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

May

Jun

Jul

Aug

Sep

Oct

Nov

Dec

2017
Conigar Pt

3

1

1
(13)
(94)
(17)
(5)
(1)
(13) (136)
Pook Ln
2
62
61
3
3
(117) (255) (112) (53)
(33)
(4)
(12)
(73) (138)
In blue brackets - Maxima per month at each site between 2013-2016 – Best total in red

3
(51)
132
(170)

4
(107)

2017: The last early winter bird was a single at Pook lane on April 21st and the first returning bird was
a single at Conigar Point on July 28th. The highest count of the year were 132 at Pook Lane on
November 5th. Unusually one was seen at Nore Barn on November 1st.

Whimbrel Numenius phaeopus
2017: It was an average year for this species with twenty-four records. The first bird of the spring was
seen at Nore Barn on April 9th and the last migrant was a single at Nore Barn on August 24th. The
highest count of the year was a flock of 11 heading east along Sweare Deep, off Pook Lane on April
20th.

Curlew Numenius arquata
2017: Away from the shore, the following “inland” sightings were of significance. On January 18th
after a hard frost a feeding flock of 51 birds were present on the fields west of Warblington cemetery.
A flock of 18 were noted heading north beyond the Ibis Field on February 4th. A feeding flock of 48
were in the northern most field of Castle Farm on February 17th.
In the late year 41 were feeding in the field south of Warblington cemetery on December 3rd, with 46
there on 6th. The last sighting of interest were 35 feeding in the stubble field behind Conigar Point on
December 20th.

Author: Peter Milinets-Raby - peter.raby2@ntlworld.com
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Common Sandpiper Actitis hypoleucos - 2013: 0:

2014: 0: 2015: 2-2: 2016: 1-1:

This species used to be a fairly regular visitor to the area, but has become less frequent in recent years. The last five sightings of this species
have been singles at Slipper Mill Pond on 26th April 2009, Emsworth Harbour on 31st July 2009, Slipper Mill Pond on 30th April 2012 and 4th
May 2012 and Emsworth Harbour 28th August 2014. Photo Link:

2017: There were just two records. A single bird was feeding amongst the seaweed covered wooden
beams of the ship wreck as the tide pushed in off Pook Lane on May 2nd and two were together on
the foreshore by the Mill off Pook Lane on September 4th.

Whimbrel
&
Common
Sandpiper

Green Sandpipers in the flooded horse paddock

Green Sandpiper Tringa ochropus
2017: It was an above average year for this species with fifteen records (mostly of single birds, but the
occasional duo was noted). The only early winter record was one in the flooded horse paddock,
Langstone Mill Pond on January 30th.
Spring passage was evident with single birds being noted in the flooded horse paddock, Langstone Mill
Pond on four dates between March 5th and 17th.
The first autumn migrants were observed on September 29th with two birds in the flooded horse
paddock, Langstone Mill Pond. During the month of October there were five further sightings from
the flooded paddock – two of the five records referring to duos.
In the late winter period birds were heard calling from the cress beds at the rear of the Ibis Field on
November 19th and again on December 20th. And in the flooded horse paddock, Langstone Mill Pond
singles were observed on December 14th and finally on 29th.

Spotted Redshank Tringa erythropus
The Nore Barn Spotted Redshank has been visiting the little stream outflow since 26th December 2004 and over the years it has become very
habitual in its yearly and daily occurrences, arriving in October and departing in March and always present two hours before and after high
tide. There is a wealth of information on this extraordinary bird on The Friends of Emsworth Wildlife web site at the following Link:

2017: The regular Nore Barn individual was seen on January 3rd and March 16th. In the late winter
period (its fourteenth year) it was seen at Nore Barn on September 9th, November 1st, 3rd, 16th,
18th, 20th, December 1st and 3rd. Possibly a second individual was seen feeding along a gully at
Beacon Square on December 12th.

Author: Peter Milinets-Raby - peter.raby2@ntlworld.com
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Spotted Redshank colour ring sightings:

W//-+GR//-

W

-

+

-

2014: 6 - Pook Lane on 26th October:

2017: No sightings.

Dreaming of Tundra

Probably the most
popular Spotted
Redshank in the UK

Author: Peter Milinets-Raby - peter.raby2@ntlworld.com
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Greenshank Tringa nebularia
The Greenshank in Hampshire is regarded as a moderately common passage migrant and a scarce winter visitor. In 2014 between January
and March approximately 61 wintered at 16 sites and in the late winter period (November and December) approximately 55 wintered at 13
sites. As can be seen from the chart below and the colour ring sightings the Emsworth/Warblington area is responsible for nearly a fifth of
the Hampshire winter population. At high tide the majority of these birds fly off towards the Thorney Island roosts.

Monthly Maximums
Jan

Feb

Mar

Apr

1
(3)

1
(4)

1
(1)

3
(2)

May

Jun

Jul

Aug

Sep

Oct

Nov

Dec

5
(1)
2

5
(2)

1
(4)

6
(4)

3
(6)

2
(5)

(2)
(34)
(16)
1
4
3
2
14
(2)
(2)
(2)
(1)
(1)
(12)
(12)
Conigar Pt
1
1
1
1
1
2
1
(1)
(1)
(2)
(3)
(1)
(5)
(9)
(9)
(2)
Pook Ln
3
1
3
3
2
5
14
9
8
(8)
(4)
(7)
(6)
(2)
(11)
(15)
(18)
(12)
In blue brackets - Maxima per month at each site between 2013-2016 – Best total in red

(1)
2
(2)
2
(3)
8
(11)

1
(8)
1
(1)
3
(10)

2017
Emsworth
Beacon Sq
Nore Barn

2017: The last early winter bird was a single at Pook Lane on May 8th, with the first returning bird was
a single at Pook Lane on July 18th. The highest count of the year were 14 at Pook Lane on August 19th
and again, 14 at Nore Barn on October 6th. There were 15 colour ringed birds observed throughout
the year – details below.

Greenshank colour ring sightings:

RW//-+BY//-

W

-

+

-

2013: 9: 2014: 2 - Conigar Point 14th August:

2017: No sightings.

RG//-+YY//-

-

+

-

2013: 11: 2014: 23: 2015: 19: 2016: 7 - Pook Lane 30th October:

2017: Pook Lane 19th August, 1st September and 13th October

RG//-+BY//-

-

+

-

2014: 1: 2015: 1: 2016: 4 - Emsworth Harbour 6th November:

2017: Emsworth Harbour 5th February. Nore Barn 6th October

Author: Peter Milinets-Raby - peter.raby2@ntlworld.com
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R//G+YY//-

+

-

2014: 2: 2015: 3 - Pook Lane 10th September:

2017: Pook Lane 6th August and 16th November

RY//-+BY//-

-

+

-

2014: 1 - Nore Barn 7th October:

2017: No sightings.

L//R+NL//-

+

-

2013: 3 - Conigar Point 21st September:

2017: No sightings.

N//R+RO//-

+

-

2013: 6 - Conigar Point 21st September:

2017: No sightings.

N//R+RY//-

+

-

2014: 6: 2015: 7 - Conigar Point 9th September:

2017: No sightings.

NL//-+YY//-

-

+

-

2013: 2 - Conigar Point 21st September:

2017: No sightings.

NG//-+YY//-

-

+

-

2013: 1: 2014: 1 - Pook Lane 3rd September:

2017: No sightings.

NR//-+YY//-

-

+

-

2014: 2: 2015: 6: 2016: 1 - Pook Lane 11th September:

2017: No sightings.
Author: Peter Milinets-Raby - peter.raby2@ntlworld.com
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NB//-+YY//-

-

+

-

2014: 1 - Pook Lane 31st October:

2017: No sightings.

G//R+NY//-

+

-

2014: 3 - Pook Lane 31st October:

2017: No sightings.

G//R+NN//-

+

-

2015: 1 - Emsworth Harbour 11th October:

2017: No sightings.

G//R+YN//-

+

-

2013: 2: 2014: 11: 2015: 9: 2016: 2 - Pook Lane 23rd September:

2017: Pook Lane 19th August.

G//R+YB//-

+

-

2014: 1 - Nore Barn 7th October:

2017: No sightings.

G//R+YR//-

+

-

2014: 1: 2015: 1 - Pook Lane 24th September:

2017: No sightings.

G//R+GR//-

+

-

2014: 7: 2015: 2 - Pook Lane 30th August:

2017: Nore Barn 6th October and 16th November

G//R+GB//-

+

-

2014: 1 - Pook Lane 31st October:

2017: Nore Barn 13th October.
Author: Peter Milinets-Raby - peter.raby2@ntlworld.com

46

The Birds of Warblington & Emsworth - a personal bird report

G//R+GO//-

+

-

2013: 2: 2014: 11: 2015: 3: 2016: 3 - Conigar Point 11th September:

2017: No sightings.

G//R+GL//-

+

-

2014: 1: 2015: 4: 2016: 5 - Conigar Point 6th November:

2017: Nore Barn 21st September, 7th, 13th October, 18th November, 3rd and 21st December

G//R+GG//-

+

-

2017: Nore Barn 20th August, 6th and 13th October

G//R+BN//-

+

-

2014: 2: 2015: 2 - Emsworth Harbour 5th April:

2017: No sightings.

G//R+BR//-

+

-

2014: 21: 2015: 26: 2016: 22 - Pook Lane 23rd December:

2017: Pook Lane 14th January (still with tag), 6th, 17th February, 20th, 29th, March, 23rd August, 4th,
8th September (still with tag). The geolocator tag was removed from this bird on September 10th.
Pook Lane 13th, 27th, September, 6th, 13th, 23rd October, 1st, 16th, 19th, 25th November, 4th, 14th,
and 18th December

Greenshank with geolocator tag 8th Sept

Author: Peter Milinets-Raby - peter.raby2@ntlworld.com
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G//R+BB//-

+

-

2014: 19: 2015: 8 - Conigar Point 1st May:

2017: No sightings.

G//R+BL//-

+

-

2015: 1 - Emsworth Harbour 15th March:

2017: No sightings.

G//R+BY//-

+

-

2015: 1 - Conigar Point 9th September:

2017: No sightings.

G//R+ON//-

+

-

+

-

2016: 2 - Pook Lane 3rd July:

2017: No sightings.

G//R+OO//-

2014: 3 - Pook Lane 18th September:

2017: No sightings.

G//R+WY//-

+

W

-

2014: 1: 2016: 1 - Emsworth Harbour 12th September:

2017: No sightings.

G//R+LL//-

+

-

2014: 3: 2016: 2 - Pook Lane 5th August:

2017: Pook Lane 19th August and 4th September

G//R+LN//-

+

-

2015: 4 - Pook Lane 21st September:

2017: No sightings.
Author: Peter Milinets-Raby - peter.raby2@ntlworld.com
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G//R+LG//-

+

-

2015: 1: 2016: 1 - Pook Lane 15th November:

2017: No sightings.

G//R+LO//-

+

-

2016: 1 - Pook Lane 4th September:

2017: No sightings.

G//R+LY//-

+

-

2016: 1 - Beacon Square 3rd October:

2017: No sightings.

GR//-+YY//-

-

+

-

2014: 2: 2015: 2: 2016: 1 - Conigar Point 11th September:

2017: Pook Lane 19th August.

Y//N+YY//-

+

-

2014: 1 - Pook Lane 21st March:

2017: No sightings.

YO//-+YY//-

-

+

-

2014: 1: 2015: 1 - Nore Barn 11th October:

2017: Nore Barn 29th July.

B//R+GR//-

+

-

2014: 3: 2015: 4: 2016: 3 - Pook Lane 26th April:

2017: Conigar Point 13th September.

B//R+GY//-

+

-

2016: 1 - Emsworth Harbour 12th September:

2017: No sightings.
Author: Peter Milinets-Raby - peter.raby2@ntlworld.com
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B//R+LO//-

+

-

2016: 2 - Pook Lane 10th October:

2017: Pook Lane 6th, 19th, and 24th August.

B//R+BB//-

+

-

2016: 1 - Beacon Square 3rd October:

2017: No sightings.

W//R+-//LN

W

+

-

2017: Emsworth Harbour 29th July.

Redshank Tringa totanus
2017: Counts to exceed 100 were again off Pook Lane with 122 on August 1st, 120 on 6th, 110+ on
15th, 111 on 23rd, 187 on 25th, 126 on September 25th, 178 on 29th and finally 123 on October 13th.
There were seventeen individuals with colour rings recorded this year – full details below.

Redshank colour ring sightings:

-//B+B//BY

-

+

2014: 2 - Pook Lane 17th September:

2017: No sightings.

-//B+B//BN

-

+

2014: 1: 2015: 1 - Pook Lane 24th September:

2017: No sightings.

-//B+B//BG

-

+

2014: 2 - Pook Lane 15th October:

2017: No sightings.
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-//B+B//WW

-

+

W

W

2014: 1: 2015: 1: 2016: 1 - Pook Lane 5th August:

2017: Pook Lane 31st July.

-//B+B//WL

-

+

W

2014: 4 - Pook Lane 5th November:

2017: No sightings.

-//B+B//WR

-

+

W

2014: 1 - Conigar Point 20th September:

2017: No sightings.

-//B+B//WO

-

+

W

2017: Pook Lane 31st July.

-//B+B//OL

-

+

2014: 2 - Conigar Point 20th September:

2017: Pook Lane 28th July.

-//B+B//ON

-

+

2014: 3: 2015: 4 - Conigar Point 4th September:

2017: No sightings.

-//B+B//OW

-

+

W

2014: 1 - Pook Lane 26th October:

2017: No sightings.

-//B+B//OY

-

+

2015: 2 - Pook Lane 24th September:

2017: Pook Lane 13th October.
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-//B+B//OO

-

+

2015: 2: 2016: 1 - Pook Lane 16th September:

2017: Pook Lane 31st July.

-//B+B//OR

-

+

2015: 1 - Pook Lane 3rd September:

2017: No sightings.

-//B+B//LN

-

+

2014: 2 - Pook Lane 17th October:

2017: No sightings.

-//B+B//LW

-

+

W

2014: 1 - Emsworth Harbour 26th October:

2017: No sightings.

-//B+B//LG

-

+

2015: 2 - Pook Lane 24th September:

2017: No sightings.

-//B+B//GN

-

+

2014: 1: 2015: 3 - Pook Lane 15th October:

2017: No sightings.

-//B+B//GG

-

+

2014: 1: 2015: 2: 2016: 2 - Pook Lane 13th November:

2017: No sightings.

-//B+B//GL

-

+

2015: 1 - Pook Lane 23rd July:

2017: Pook Lane 28th July.
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-//B+B//GR

-

+

2015: 1 - Pook Lane 9th September:

2017: No sightings.

-//B+B//GW

-

+

W

2015: 1 - Pook Lane 24th September:

2017: No sightings.

-//B+B//GN

-

+

W

2014: 1 - Pook Lane 17th September:

2017: No sightings.

-//B+B//RR

-

+

2014: 5: 2015: 2 - Pook Lane 9th September:

2017: No sightings.

-//B+B//RY

-

+

2015: 2 - Pook Lane 24th September:

2017: Pook Lane 31st July and 13th October

-//B+B//RB

-

+

2017: Pook Lane 31st July

-//B+B//RO

-

+

2015: 1 - Pook Lane 24th September:

2017: No sightings.

-//B+B//NG

-

+

2014: 1: 2015: 4 - Pook Lane 15th October:

2017: Pook Lane 31st July.
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-//B+B//NL

-

+

2014: 1 - Pook Lane 5th October:

2017: No sightings.

-//B+B//NO

-

+

2014: 1: 2015: 2 - Pook Lane 9th September:

2017: Pook Lane 13th October.

-//B+B//NW

-

+

W

2015: 1 - Conigar Point 8th March:

2017: No sightings.

-//B+B//NY

-

+

2015: 2: 2016: 1 - Pook Lane 23rd September:

2017: No sightings.

-//B+B//YG

-

+

2015: 1 - Pook Lane 23rd July:

2017: Pook Lane 4th September and 11th October.

-//B+B//YL

-

+

2015: 5 - Pook Lane 24th October:

2017: Pook Lane 11th October.

-//B+B//YR

-

+

2015: 2 - Pook Lane 27th August:

2017: No sightings.

-//B+B//YY

-

+

2015: 1 - Pook Lane 24th September:

2017: Pook Lane 13th October.
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-//B+B//YO

-

+

2016: 1 - Pook Lane 23rd September:

2017: No sightings.

-//B+B//YW

-

+

W

2017: Pook Lane 28th, 31st July and 1st September

-//O+O//GW

-

+

W

2015: 1: 2016: 1 - Beacon Square 3rd December:

2017: Beacon Square 3rd January, 12th, and 15th December

-//O+O//WB

-

+

W

2016: 1 - Emsworth Harbour 12th September:

2017: No sightings.

-//O+O//BY

-

+

2017: Nore Barn 9th September.

-//G+G//YG

-

+

2016: 1 - Beacon Square 3rd December:

2017: Emsworth Harbour 20th August, 9th September, 22nd October and 18th November

-//G+G//LW

-

+

W

2017: Beacon Square 3rd January and 15th December

Turnstone Arenaria interpres
This is a species where the numbers stated in the Hampshire Bird Reports for the Chichester Harbour area do not reflect the scarce status of
the Turnstone in the Emsworth/Warblington area. High tide roosts at Black Point, Hayling and on Thorney Island can account for as much
as 35% of the average yearly total of Turnstone in Hampshire (average of 800 between 1997 and 2012). This species has only the one
favoured area for low tide feeding and that is the northern arm of Emsworth Harbour, where the average number is around 25. Elsewhere,
the Turnstone turns up sporadically as reflected in the sightings below.

2017: There were just four sightings in the early winter months, with one at Pook Lane on January 1st
and again on 4th, then one at Beacon Square on March 9th and finally three in Emsworth harbour on
March 16th.
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There were seventeen sightings in the late winter period with the first returning birds being nine in
Emsworth Harbour on July 29th. There were only five counts in double figures. These were 25 in
Emsworth Harbour on August 20th, 26 in Emsworth Harbour on September 9th, ten in Emsworth
Harbour on October 22nd, 18 were seeing out the high tide resting on several buoys at Beacon Square
on November 16th and 18 were in Emsworth Harbour on November 18th. The last sighting of the year
were two at Pook Lane on December 28th.

Black-headed Gull Chroicocephalus ridibundus
2017: A fascinating ringing recovery and a few records of interest are below: On October 13th along
the shore off Pook Lane I observed an adult winter plumaged Black-headed Gull with a white ring on
the right leg with “ECM2” printed in black letters on it. Details back from the Ringer gave the following
very brief history of a bird that was ringed as a nestling at Zoetermeer, Benthuizerplas in The
Netherlands (just east of Le Hague) on 25th May 2014.
It has been observed on nine occasions since it was ringed and all but one were from the site it was
ringed at. The one occasion it wandered was in April 2015 when it flew barely ten miles north to
Leiden, The Netherlands. It was last reported in June 2016, before it decided to fly 250 miles across
The Channel to Warblington.
The first fledged juvenile, almost certainly from Hayling Oyster beds, was observed off Pook Lane on
July 4th.

Summer plumaged Black-headed Gull at Langstone Mill Pond
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Little Gull Hydrocoloeus minutus - 2013: 1-1:

2014: 0: 2015: 2-2: 2016: 0:

2017: No sightings.

Common Gull Larus canus
2017: Counts over ten, were 19 off Pook Lane on February 6th, 18 off Pook Lane on February 17th, 11
off Pook Lane on March 16th and lastly 13 off Pook Lane on November 14th.

Mediterranean Gull Larus melanocephalus
2017: The first bird of the year was an adult in winter plumage seen resting on the mud off Pook Lane
on January 14th. It or another winter plumaged bird was seen off Pook Lane on 18th. Spring was
certainly on its way when two birds were seen out in the low tide trickle of the channel, Sweare Deep
on February 8th (both were moulting into breeding plumage). And, the first calling birds were noted
on March 5th when a group of four flew over the Ibis Field. The first double figure count occurred on
March 9th with 15 resting on the pier at Emsworth Harbour. Other significant double figure counts
during this spring period were 53 roosting on the mud at Emsworth Harbour on March 16th and on
March 31st a total of 107 Med Gulls flew over Langstone Mill pond during a 30 minute period - all
were heading south west towards the Hayling Oyster-beds.
The first fledged juvenile was seen on the low tide mud off Pook Lane on July 11th. On July 29th,
loafing around on the mud off Conigar Point was an impressive gathering of 142 Mediterranean Gulls
(in various stages of moult, including 40 juveniles). Numbers and sightings then petered away very
quickly with only two records of single birds seen in September. After a blank October, the last birds
of the year were singles, both observed off Pook Lane on November 14th and December 14th.

Juvenile Mediterranean Gull at Pook Lane

Great Black-backed Gull Larus marinus
2017: The pair nested on the raft at Slipper Pond, Emsworth and I paid them a visit on May 9th when
they were still sitting. They had two chicks on May 14th and fledged successfully on July 12th.
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Lesser Black-backed Gull Larus fuscus
2017: With birds breeding locally on the roof of the Colt factory complex in Havant, the sightings of
this species have increased dramatically over the last two years. There were thirty-two sightings of
this species, all confined to the summer months. The first birds of the year were two at Emsworth
Harbour on March 9th, and the last was at Nore Barn on August 24th. The best count of the year were
ten at Conigar Point on July 3rd.

Lesser Black-backed Gull on Peter Pond

Herring Gull Larus argentatus
2017: Counts over 20 were made as follows. A count of 47 was made off Conigar Point on April 16th
(Only four of these birds were adults). On May 4th 43 were off Pook Lane, with 23 there on June 6th.
And finally 30 were counted at Conigar Point on July 3rd.

Yellow-legged Gull Larus michahellis - 2013: 0:

2014: 0: 2015: 2-2: 2016: 0:

2017: An adult was at Conigar Point on September 13th.

Little Tern Sternula albifrons - 2013: 2-8:

2014: 11-18: 2015: 4-5: 2016: 3-5:

2017: This bird is becoming very scarce in the area. There was only the one sighting this year which
occurred on July 11th when two birds were observed dashing back and forth along the Sweare Deep
channel, feeding along the tide line.

Black Tern Chlidonias niger - 2013: 0:

2014: 0: 2015: 1-2: 2016: 0:

2017: On September 4th three Black Terns were seen in a feeding flock of 6+ Common Terns in
Emsworth Harbour. They were very distant grey specks in the telescope, as they were viewed from
Pook Lane!!

Sandwich Tern Sterna sandvicensis
2017: Lingering winter birds from 2016 were off Pook Lane with one on 14th January and one at
Beacon Square on March 9th. The last sighting of the winter was a very tatty winter plumaged
individual off Pook Lane on 13th. The first migrants were two summer plumaged birds at Nore Barn
on March 16th.

Author: Peter Milinets-Raby - peter.raby2@ntlworld.com

58

The Birds of Warblington & Emsworth - a personal bird report
In the autumn the first gathering of any note was at Pook Lane and involved ten birds on September
15th. Double figure counts at Pook Lane involved 13 on September 21st, 12 on 25th, 11 on 27th, 11
on October 6th, 10 on 11th and 13 on 24th.
In the late winter period numbers of Sandwich Tern still lingering were moderately high, with nine
roosting on the mud off Pook Lane on November 14th, five were fishing off Nore Barn on November
16th and five were roosting on the mud off Pook Lane on November 19th. After three flew west
passed Conigar Point on November 25th, the last sightings of the year were of one fishing in Emsworth
Harbour on December 1st and two at Pook Lane on 27th.

Common Tern Sterna hirundo
2017: The first bird of the summer was a single seen perched on a buoy off Pook Lane on April 27th
and the last bird of the year were two at Conigar Point on September 9th.

Stock Dove Columba oenas
2017: The best count of the year were 10 in the field behind Conigar Point on December 28th.

Wood Pigeon Columba palumbus
2017: Seen, but nothing to report.

Collared Dove Streptopelia decaocto
2017: Seen, but nothing to report.

Turtle Dove Streptopelia turtur - 2013: 0:

2014: 1-1: 2015: 1-1: 2016: 0:

The Turtle Dove was once a regular sight in the area, but since 1995 the UK Turtle Dove population has fallen 88% making it now a very rare
sight indeed, even on passage. The only lingering bird in the last decade was a ‘purring’ individual that took up temporary residence in the
garden of Gooseberry Cottage at Brook Meadow from 1st June to 18th July 2008.

2017: No sightings.
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Cuckoo Cuculus canorus - 2013: 1-1:

2014: 0: 2015: 3-3: 2016: 0:

Frequently present in the area every year up to the turn of the century, but since then their occurrence has become slightly less reliable,
missing the odd year (2006, 2008 & 2010) and being reduced to two to three sightings (In 2012 birds were seen on Brook Meadow on 6th
May 2012, 12th May and 19th June).

2017: No sightings. That is two successive years in a row without a sighting!

Little Owl Athene noctua
Up to the turn of the century a pair of Little Owls nested almost every year, either in oak trees or in Warblington Castle farmhouse, but over
the last fifteen years this species has been very irregular.

2017: No sightings.

Tawny Owl Strix aluco - 2013: 0:

2014: 0: 2015: 1-1: 2016: 0:

2017: No sightings.

Swift Apus apus
Swifts are now on the Amber List. Their numbers have declined dramatically in the past 10 years and the experts are not sure why, but one
of the possible reasons is that their nest sites are being destroyed by the modernisation of property. In the Emsworth/Warblington area
there have been no confirmed breeding since 2010 and consequently general sightings of screaming Swifts over these urban areas has
declined drastically.

2017: An average year with just five sightings. The first of the summer was a single bird flying above
Langstone Mill Pond on May 5th, then another single headed north over the pond on May 19th and
one headed south over the pond on June 30th. One was observed dashing over Conigar Point on July
14th and the last of the year was one over Langstone Mill Pond on July 20th.

Kingfisher Alcedo atthis
2017: The first sighting of the year did not occur until August 20th, when a bird was seen perched on
a moored yacht at Nore Barn. There were a further 22 sightings to the end of the year. Only one
record involved a duo, when two were observed chasing one another at Nore Barn on October 22nd.
Birds were seen regularly at Langstone Mill Pond, Emsworth Mill Pond and occasionally at Nore Barn.
The last sightings of the year were of a single bird that perched briefly on the posts by the Langstone
Mill on December 18th and again on 28th.

Wryneck Jynx torquilla - 2013: 0:

2014: 0: 2015: 0: 2016: 0:

2017: On the morning of September 24th I discovered a Wryneck skipping along the coastal path by
the main "Kissing Gate", Pook Lane. It was heading away from me, very busy nipping into the grass
verge of the path and then prancing further away from me. I held my ground, as a dog walker and a
jogger were fast approaching the Wryneck and I was intrigued to see what the Wryneck would do?
The jogger arrived first and the Wryneck dashed off out over the low tide mud and I thought that was
it, but fortunately it curved around and headed back to the path and landed less than 20 feet away
from me. Alas, I was looking straight into the sun and cursed the silhouetted photos I had to take!
However with a bit of jiggling on Photoshop, the photos are not bad. The dog walker alas caught me
up and flushed the Wryneck into the nearby hedge. I waited 15 minutes before it appeared. It perched
on the top of the hedge for a minute or so before flying off across the field into the hedge that leads
south of the Warblington cemetery. I hung around for 15 minutes with no further sightings.
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Wryneck at Warblington
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Green Woodpecker Picus viridis
2017: Seen, but nothing to report.

Great Spotted Woodpecker Dendrocopos major
2017: Seen, but nothing to report.

Skylark Alauda arvensis
2017: The first two singing birds were noted on February 17th over Castle Farm and behind Conigar
Point.
Autumn migration was observed from September 18th with eleven sightings involving 42+ individuals,
the highest count being a flock of 13 that flew southeast over Pook Lane on October 8th.
In the late winter period an amazing flock of 49 were seen in the stubble field behind Conigar Point
on December 28th.

Sand Martin Riparia riparia
2017: There were just two sightings, both in the month of September. The first were of three birds
flying south over the Langstone Mill Pond on 13th and the second record involved four birds flying
around above the pond on 15th.

Swallow Hirundo rustica
2017: The first Swallow of the summer was a single bird flying north over Langstone Mill Pond on
March 28th and the last birds of the summer were two heading south over Langstone Mill Pond on
October 6th. The highest count of the year involved 160+ birds going into their night-time roost at
Langstone Mill Pond on the evening of September 1st.

Looking out for Mum
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House Martin Delichon urbicum
2017: There were eight sightings of this declining species. The first of the summer was seen heading
north over Langstone Mill Pond on May 19th. Three months passed until the next sighting, again a
single bird over Langstone Mill Pond on September 1st, then three there on 4th, one on 8th and three
on 13th. There were five birds observed flying over the Ibis Field on September 9th, four over
Warblington cemetery on 17th and finally the last of the year were three over Conigar Point on
September 24th.

Tree Pipit Anthus trivialis - 2013: 0:

2014: 1-1: 2015: 0: 2016: 0:

2017: No sightings.

Meadow Pipit Anthus pratensis
2017: There were two early winter sightings, both were single birds seen in the SSSI field, Pook Lane
in January.
There were four sightings during the spring migration, the highest count involved five over Langstone
Mill Pond on March 24th.
The first autumn birds were noted in the SSSI field, Pook Lane with two on September 9th. There were
twelve further sightings of migrational movement involving 59 individuals, with the highest count
being 13 over Conigar Point on September 24th.
With some lovely looking stubble fields being left to fallow behind Conigar Point winter numbers of
Meadow Pipits grew steadily from five on November 9th to 11 on December 28th.

Meadow Pipits at Conigar Point
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Rock Pipit Anthus petrosus
2017: There was just the one record of two birds that flew along the shore at Pook Lane on January
2nd.

Water Pipit Anthus spinoletta - 2013: 0:

2014: 0: 2015: 0: 2016: 1-4:

2017: There were just two records. The first was on March 5th when a single Water Pipit showed for
ten minutes feeding in the Ibis Field, before a Buzzard flew over and flushed the bird and it purposely
departed west. The second sighting was in the late year when one was discovered feeding in the
mound of rotting wheat stubble in the field behind Conigar Point on December 3rd.

Yellow Wagtail Motacilla flava
2017: An average year with seven sightings involving a minimum of 19 birds. The first birds of the year
were an adult and a juvenile that were seen briefly on the shore at Pook Lane on August 19th. The
highest count were of a flock of eight passing south over Conigar Point on September 9th. The only
truly grounded birds were four on the ground feeding amongst cattle in the SSSI field, Pook Lane on
September 9th. One of these birds showed some characteristics of the flava race (see photos). And
finally individuals were heard passing over Conigar Point and Pook Lane on September 24th.
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Grey Wagtail Motacilla cinerea
2017: A typical year with five sightings in the early winter period between January and March. The
first bird of the year was a single at Langstone Mill Pond on January 30th.
There were no summer records, the first returning birds were two at Langstone Mill Pond on
September 18th. There were then a further nineteen records until the end of the year with individuals
regularly seen at Langstone Mill Pond, the Ibis Field and during December by the mound of rotting
wheat stubble behind Conigar Point. All these sightings were of single birds except for two seen in
the flooded horse paddock, Langstone Mill Pond on October 22nd. The last sighting of the year was a
single bird feeding along the edge of Langstone Mill Pond on December 29th.
Pied Wagtail at Wade Lane

Grey Wagtail at Langstone Mill Pond

Pied Wagtail Motacilla alba
2017: The highest count of the year was 21 observed feeding in one of the horse paddocks along Wade
Lane on March 9th.

Nuthatch Sitta europaea - 2013: 1-1:

2014: 0: 2015: 1-1: 2016: 0:

2017: No sightings.

Treecreeper Certhia familiaris - 2013: 0:

2014: 0: 2015: 3-3: 2016: 0:

2017: No sightings.

Wren Troglodytes troglodytes
2017: Seen, but nothing to report.

Dunnock Prunella modularis
2017: Seen, but nothing to report.

Robin Erithacus rubecula
2017: Seen, but nothing to report.
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Young Robin

Stonechat at Langstone Mill Pond

Dunnock

Black Redstart Phoenicurus ochruros - 2013: 0:

2014: 0: 2015: 1-1: 2016: 0:

The out buildings and the remains of the castle tower at Castle Farm are perfect habitats for this species, so it is not surprising that Black
Redstart has been recorded fairly frequently with two sightings in 2004, one on 31st March 2005 and one on 14th March 2007.

2017: No sightings.

Redstart Phoenicurus phoenicurus - 2013: 4-4:

2014: 0: 2015: 2-3: 2016: 0:

2017: No sightings.

Whinchat Saxicola rubetra - 2013: 0:

2014: 1-1: 2015: 1-2: 2016: 0:

2017: The only sighting of the year involved three birds in the SSSI field on September 17th. An adult
with two juveniles.

Stonechat Saxicola torquatus - 2013: 0:

2014: 0: 2015: 5-5: 2016: 2-2:

2017: There were just two sightings. The first was an autumn plumaged male in the reeds in the
northern section of Langstone Mill Pond on October 3rd and the second record was of two autumnal
males feeding along the main hedge at Pook Lane on October 8th.

Author: Peter Milinets-Raby - peter.raby2@ntlworld.com

66

The Birds of Warblington & Emsworth - a personal bird report

Wheatear Oenanthe oenanthe
2017: There was just the one sighting. A bird was briefly seen along the shore at Pook Lane on
September 17th.

Blackbird Turdus merula
2017: Seen, but nothing to report.

Fieldfare Turdus pilaris
2017: There were just three records, all were in the late year winter period. The first sighting was of
a single bird flying north over Pook Lane on November 19th, then another single was feeding in the
hedge by the SSSI field on 25th and finally five were feeding with Redwing in the field south of
Warblington Cemetery on December 27th.

Song Thrush Turdus philomelos
2017: Seen, but nothing to report.

Redwing Turdus iliacus
2017: A good year with twenty-two sightings involving 200 individuals. In the early winter period there
were just five sightings. The first of these was a single bird in the western hedgerow of the
Warblington cemetery on January 2nd, with three there on 18th and two there on February 17th. A
flock of 16 were feeding in the flooded horse paddock, Langstone Mill Pond on February 17th, and
three were present there on March 13th.
The late winter period produced good numbers after a couple of hard frosts, but by the end of the
year the numbers were already dwindling. The main locality for sightings was in and around the
Warblington cemetery, with the flooded horse paddock, Langstone Mill Pond being the next best site.
Occasional Redwing were seen in the Ibis Field or in the SSSI field, Pook Lane. The first sighting of the
late winter period were three in the
Warblington Cemetery on November
Redwing in Warblington Cemetery
13th and the last sighting of the year
was one in the flooded horse paddock,
Langstone Mill Pond on December
29th. Counts in double figures were as
follows.
There were 13 in the
Warblington Cemetery on November
24th, 19 there on December 3rd, 11 in
the cemetery on 28th and 41 were
feeding with Fieldfare in the field south
of
Warblington
Cemetery
on
December 27th.

Mistle Thrush Turdus viscivorus
2017: Seen, but nothing to report.
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Cetti’s Warbler Cettia cetti
2017: A marked improvement on 2016, but still meagre when compared to 2015’s five birds
conceivably breeding in the area. There was just the one bird holding territory this year.
The first bird of the year was heard briefly singing at the back of the Ibis Field on March 16th and
feasibly the same bird was heard just twice more on April 9th and 16th. Another singing bird was at
Langstone Mill pond on March 28th, and this bird continued to sing with vigour throughout March
through to early May. In June the bird was noted singing on two dates, it was not heard in July, just
one date in August, then in September through to October it began singing again, but not as consistent
as during the spring months. It was last heard on November 6th.
Away from Langstone Mill Pond the only other records were from the mini reed bed behind Conigar
Point where a bird was heard singing on April 8th, and for five further dates during April and May.
Probably the same bird, or possibly a migrant was heard briefly singing on September 21st, and
October 8th.

Sedge Warbler Acrocephalus schoenobaenus - 2013: 1-1:

2014: 2-4: 2015: 3-3: 2016: 3-3:

2017: There were only three records, which is a typical number for this migrant starved part of the
world. The only spring record was of a bird singing from the reed bed at Langstone Mill Pond on April
15th. In the autumn migrational period single birds were seen at Langstone Mill Pond on August 6th
and in the Tamarisk hedge at Conigar Point on August 19th.
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Reed Warbler Acrocephalus scirpaceus
2017: The first bird of the year was singing from the mini reed bed at Conigar Point on April 15th.
During the summer months there was a minimum of four birds holding territory at Langstone Mill
Pond, two at the mini reed bed behind Conigar Pond and three birds were noted singing from Peter
Pond on May 9th. The last birds of the year were two at Conigar Point on August 6th.
Reed Warbler at Langstone Mill Pond

Blackcap Sylvia atricapilla
2017: The only early winter sighting was a female seen in the hedge by the stream at the Bridge Road
car park, Emsworth on February 5th. The first spring bird was heard singing along Wade Lane on April
4th and the last bird of the summer was a male on September 18th at Langstone Mill Pond. The
highest count of the year were four along Pook Lane on September 9th.

Garden Warbler Sylvia borin - 2013: 0:

2014: 1-1: 2015: 0: 2016: 0:

2017: The only sighting was a single bird seen in the hedge at the Ibis Field on September 9th.

Lesser Whitethroat Sylvia curruca - 2013: 0:

2014: 5-5: 2015: 1-1: 2016: 1-2:

2017: There were only two sightings of this uncommon summer visitor. The first was observed singing
in the Warblington cemetery on April 29th and in the autumn one was in the large hedge along the
western side of the SSSI field, Pook Lane on September 9th.

Author: Peter Milinets-Raby - peter.raby2@ntlworld.com

69

The Birds of Warblington & Emsworth - a personal bird report

Whitethroat Sylvia communis
2017: There were ten sightings of this species. The first bird of the summer was singing from the Ibis
Field on April 15th and the last birds of the year were three at Pook Lane on September 9th. Birds
were seen along Wade Lane, Pook Lane, the Ibis Field, Beacon Square and Conigar Point.

Whitethroat along Wade Lane

Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita
2017: The only wintering bird was heard calling from the reed bed at Langstone Mill Pond on January
24th. The first migrants were two singing birds at Langstone Mill Pond on March 13th.
The best counts of the autumn were of 11 birds in the Tamarisk Hedge at Conigar Point and nine birds
in Warblington cemetery, both noted on September 9th. The last bird of the autumn was a single at
Langstone Mill Pond on October 17th. There was only one late winter record, a single seen at
Langstone Mill Pond on December 1st.

Siberian Chiffchaff Phylloscopus collybita tristis - 2013: 0:

2014: 1-1: 2015: 0: 2016: 0:

2017: No sightings.

Willow Warbler Phylloscopus trochilus
2017: It was an above average spring passage with ten sightings, all of which were in the month of
April. The first summer visitor was observed at Langstone Mill Pond on April 3rd and the highest count
of this period were three in the Tamarisk Hedge at Conigar Point on April 16th.
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The first returning bird of the autumn was a single in the Tamarisk hedge at Conigar Point on July 29th
and the last birds of the year were three at Conigar Point on September 9th. The highest counts of
this period were four at Conigar Point and Langstone Mill Pond, both on August 6th and four in the
gardens at Beacon Square on August 20th.

Goldcrest Regulus regulus
2017: A below average year with a meagre 12 sightings scattered throughout the year. The highest
counts were three in the hedge by the Ibis Field on November 9th and another three were seen in
Warblington Cemetery on November 19th.

Firecrest Regulus ignicapilla - 2013: 1-1:

2014: 0: 2015: 2-2: 2016: 0:

2017: After a blank year it was good to have three sightings of this gorgeous looking crest. The first
was a single along Wade Lane on September 27th. The second record was of an individual feeding
with a Chiffchaff in the eastern hedge at the Ibis Field on October 8th. And finally: probably the same
individual seen along Wade Lane In September was observed at the same spot on October 17th.

Spotted Flycatcher Muscicapa striata - 2013: 1-1:

2014: 0: 2015: 1-1: 2016: 0:

2017: No sightings.

Pied Flycatcher Ficedula hypoleuca - 2013: 2-1:

2014: 0: 2015: 0: 2016: 0:

2017: No sightings.

Bearded Tit Panurus biarmicus - 2013: 1-1:

2014: 0: 2015: 0: 2016: 0:

2017: No sightings.

Long tailed Tit Aegithalos caudatus
2017: Seen, but nothing to report.
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Blue Tit Cyanistes caeruleus
2017: Seen, but nothing to report.

Great Tit Parus major
2017: Seen, but nothing to report.

Coal Tit Periparus ater - 2013: 2-2:

2014: 1-1: 2015: 2-2: 2016: 4-6:

2017: There were just two sightings. The first was of a bird heard calling from the Warblington
cemetery on August 6th and the second sighting was of a single bird seen there on October 8th.

Warblington cemetery in the fog

Jay Garrulus glandarius - 2013: 2-2:

2014: 3-4: 2015: 3-4: 2016: 8-10:

2017: An improving situation, year on year. There were 14 sightings this year, involving 16 individuals.
The first of the year were on February 4th with singles at the Ibis Field and at the rear of the flooded
horse paddock, Langstone Mill Pond. The last record of the year was a single at Pook Lane on
December 13th. There were only two multiple sightings, the first was of two in the hedge beside the
Ibis Field on November 9th and the second involved two birds in the Warblington Cemetery on
December 9th.

Magpie Pica pica
2017: Seen, but nothing to report.

Jackdaw Corvus monedula
2017: Seen, but nothing to report.
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Rook Corvus frugilegus
2017: On April 14th the rookery along Victoria Road, Emsworth held 16 occupied nests. Dramatically
low compared to the average of 23 for the last few years.

Carrion Crow Corvus corone
2017: Seen, but nothing to report.

Raven Corvus corax - 2013: 0:

2014: 0: 2015: 0: 2016: 1-1:

2017: Two calling birds flew north-west over the Warblington cemetery on September 24th. This was
the only record.

Starling Sturnus vulgaris
2017: Seen, but nothing to report.

House Sparrow Passer domesticus
2017: Seen, but nothing to report.

Chaffinch Fringilla coelebs
2017: Seen, but nothing to report.

Brambling Fringilla montifringilla - 2013: 0:

2014: 1-1: 2015: 0: 2016: 0:

2017: No sightings.

Greenfinch Carduelis chloris
2017: Seen, but nothing to report.

Goldfinch Carduelis carduelis
2017: Counts over 30 were as follows and all were from Langstone Mill Pond. There were 70+ on
September 4th, 35+ on October 3rd, 55 on 6th and finally 30+ on November 10th.

Siskin Carduelis spinus
2017: There were only four sightings, all on passage and all observed in the month of October. The
first was of a single bird calling as it flew south over Nore Barn on 6th, and another passing over there
on 7th, one heard flying over Conigar Point on 8th and finally one over Nore Barn on 22nd.

Linnet Carduelis cannabina
2017: There were four sightings in the spring. The first was a single bird seen flying along the back
gardens at Beacon Square on April 9th, then one along Pook Lane on April 15th, three males were on
the fence at Pook Lane on April 29th and a pair were there on May 4th.
In the latter half of the year birds were observed from July 14th with four along Pook Lane, a single
was associating with a charm of 23 Goldfinches in the back gardens at Beacon Square on July 29th,
four were along Pook Lane on September 9th, with three there on 24th, one flew over Conigar Point
on October 8th and finally five were over the stubble fields behind Conigar Point on December 20th.
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Lesser Redpoll Carduelis cabaret - 2013: 0:

2014: 0: 2015: 2-7: 2016: 0:

2017: The only record was of a flock of 13 that flew east over Langstone Mill pond on October 13th.

Crossbill Loxia curvirostra - 2013: 1-6:

2014: 0: 2015: 0: 2016: 0:

2017: No sightings.

Bullfinch Pyrrhula pyrrhula - 2013: 1-1:

2014: 0: 2015: 2-2: 2016: 0:

2017: No sightings.

Reed Bunting Emberiza schoeniclus
2017: A very poor year with only seven sightings and unquestionably with no breeding taking place.
The first bird of the year was a winter male at Langstone Mill Pond on January 4th. Two months later
a male in summer plumage was seen at the pond on April 21st, but it was surprisingly just calling, not
singing. A female was observed at the pond on April 28th. The final record of the spring was of a
calling bird, heard, but not seen on May 16th.
In the late wintering period a bird was noted in the Tamarisk hedge at Conigar Point on December 3rd,
and heard calling there on 9th and a male was observed there on 20th.

A corny selfie taken
behind Conigar Point
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Species recorded in the area by myself prior to 2013 and by others

Snow Goose Anser caerulescens
This rare feral visitor was last recorded in the area at Emsworth Mill Pond in 1992.

Red Breasted Goose Branta ruficollis
This rarity has a decent record for the area, dating back to November 1975. Recently individuals have been seen along the Warblington
shore on 11th November 2007 and off Langstone Village on 19th February 2013.

1976: One was seen adjacent to the Hayling Bridge on 17th January.

Ruddy Shelduck Tadorna ferruginea
Four birds of unknown origin were at Langstone Mill Pond on 15th to 21st September 1975.

Pochard Aythya ferina
According to the 2012 report by the BTO Wetland Bird Survey numbers of wintering Pochard in the UK have halved in the last 25 years. The
reason for this decline is uncertain, but climate change is thought to be implicated. Pochard only ever used to be an occasional winter visitor
to the area, especially to the Emsworth Mill Pond. And now due to this decline it has become very sporadic in its appearances. The last
sightings were on the Emsworth Mill Pond with a male on 23rd December 2007 and six males on 14th February 2009.

Red Crested Pochard Netta rufina
In the last fifteen years there have been two records of this species with one at Emsworth Mill Pond in the year 2000 and a female was
present in Emsworth Harbour on 12th December 2003.

Long-tailed Duck Clangula hyemalis
A female wandered up and down the Emsworth Channel and into Sweare Deep between 23rd October and 20th November 2005.

Ruddy Duck Oxyura jamaicensis
Prior to its near extermination by the DeFRA eradication programme between 2008 and 2015 birds have surprisingly been recorded in the
area with the last sightings being three along the Warblington shore on 12th June 2006 and a pair in the same area on 16th December 2007.

Red-legged Partridge Alectoris rufa
This species was present in the Warblington area at the turn of the century. However, during the last decade it has no longer been introduced
for shooting purposes, thus emphasising the lack of any modern sightings.

Grey Partridge Perdix perdix
Long vanished from the area, but did breed many moons ago! A tiny relic population of about 20 birds can be found on Thorney Island and
at Prinsted, in West Sussex.

Black-necked Grebe Podiceps nigricollis
Considering that this species winters just beyond the Hayling Bridge in Langstone Harbour, it is very surprising that Black-necked Grebes are
not recorded more often. The last brave birds to wander under the bridge into the Sweare Deep channel were one off Langstone/Warblington
shore on 16th November 2012 and two on 25th November 2012.

Bittern Botaurus stellaris
A record from the latter years of the last century was of one looking very poorly standing in the feeder stream just north of Langstone Mill
Pond.
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Red Kite Milvus milvus
A handful of records are seen annually (recently single birds have been seen over Emsworth on 10th, and 27th February 2015), which is not
surprising considering that this species breeds very close in neighbouring West Sussex.

Crane Grus grus
This rare vagrant was recorded in the area on 7th April 1984 when three flew over Emsworth.

Grey Phalarope Phalaropus fulicarius
One was seen on the low tide mud along the Warblington Shore on 11th October 1981.

Razorbill Alca torda
One was seen drifting east off Langstone Mill Pond on 30th December 2015.

Guillemot Uria aalge
Since the turn of the century, there have been just three records in the area covered by this report. All relate to birds seen in Emsworth
Harbour. One on 3rd November 2001, one on 30th September 2004 and a wrecked bird seen resting on the mud next to the outflow from the
Emsworth millpond, right beneath the quay, next to the Slipper Sailing Club on 22nd November 2016. See photo at the following Link:

Kittiwake Rissa tridactyla
Recorded from the Slipper Mill Pond (date not known). Also, a more recent record of an adult was seen after storm ‘Barney’ pushed through
off the Royal Oak pub, Langstone village on 18th November 2015.

Ring-necked Parakeet Psittacula krameri
A very unpredictable species that turns up from time to time in the most unlikely places. One was at Warblington on 29th July 2008. The so
called ‘invasion’ that everyone talks about, is still to occur!

Short-eared Owl Asio flammeus
A bird was present at Warblington in March and April in 1983.

Bee-eater Merops apiaster
Five were seen from a moving car as it travelled west along the A27 near Emsworth (between the service station and the Emsworth exit) on
the afternoon of 3rd June 2014. The “five birds with a flash of blue and green body colour and long pointed wings . . . flew fairly low, about
30 feet, north over the main road with very fast wing beats, close together, with frequent jerky slight adjustments in direction . . . short tail
streamers observed on at least one bird”.

Hoopoe Upupa epops
One was at Warblington on 12th April 1980.

Waxwing Bombycilla garrulus
In recent years there have been four sizeable Waxwing invasions and single birds have managed to wander into the area visiting the
Warblington Cemetery on 28th November and probably the same bird again on 27th December 2010.

Nightingale Luscinia megarhynchos
The only record this century is of one at Brook Meadow singing in the early hours of the morning of 9th May 2000.

Ring Ouzel Turdus torquatus
A male seen in the field west of Warblington cemetery on 1st April 2013 is the only record in the last fifteen years. See Link:).

Tree Sparrow Passer montanus
In winter fairly substantial flocks of this species used to occur at Castle Farm on manure encrusted stubble (38 on 18th March 1984). The
species last bred in 1987 and the last sighting of this sadly missed passerine was in the mid 1990’s.
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Yellowhammer Emberiza citrinella
Reflecting the national situation, Yellowhammers declined to the point where the last breeding birds at Castle Farm were in 2001. A single
Yellowhammer held ‘territory’ in 2003. There have been no sightings of this species in the last decade.

Corn Bunting Emberiza calandra
The UK Corn Bunting population declined by 89% between 1970 and 2004. In the late 1970’s up to eight birds were holding territories along
the Warblington shore. The last known breeding occurred in 1991 and in the early years of this century the species finally vanished.

List of Escapes

Muscovy Duck Cairina moschata
Present on the Emsworth Mill Pond in 2008.

Ringed Teal Callonetta leucophrys
The Ringed Teal is native to South America and is an enormously popular duck in wildfowl collections. As one collector remarked, “On a scale
from one to ten, with ten being the easiest to breed, Ringed Teal are an eleven. A great little duck but they breed like rabbits when content”.
A very handsome male turned up at Emsworth Mill Pond on 3rd November 2014 and remarkably it was joined by a second male on 12th
November (See photo Link:). The birds then relocated to Langstone Mill Pond on the 27th and astonishingly on 30th November three males
were discovered to be present, proving that they do breed like rabbits!

2014: Two males at Langstone Mill Pond on November 27th (almost certainly the birds from Emsworth
on an away-day) and the same two males were feeding with Teal on the low tide mud for an hour off
Pook Lane on December 2nd, before transferring back to Langstone Mill Pond.

Chiloe Wigeon Anas sibilatrix
A male was at Peter Pond on 19th January 2005 for a couple of days (See photo Link:).

Black Swan Cygnus atratus
Black Swans have visited Emsworth Mill Pond on many occasions over the years. They used to be a regular local attraction in the late 1970’s,
even making the front page of the Portsmouth Evening News. However, since the turn of the century there have only been five records of
this species, one spent three years at the millpond from February 1999 to March 2002. The remaining sightings were of individuals on short
visits in August 2004, in June 2006, in January 2008 and at Nore Barn for a single day in October 2015. Black Swans breed on West Ashling
Pond, West Sussex and it seems likely that the more recent sightings will have come from this site. A pair with two juveniles were seen at
high tide at the bottom of Wade Lane on November 11th, 2016 and probably the same birds were seen by myself in Tipner Lake, Portsmouth
three days later. These birds are suspected to have originated from Riverside Park in Southampton where in March 2016 a pair raised 6
cygnets.

2017: There were two sightings. Three adults and two juvenile were by the mill pond sluice gate in
Emsworth Harbour on February 5th and six birds were present in Emsworth Harbour on March 9th.

Bar-headed Goose Anser indicus
The last known sightings of this species were at Emsworth Mill Pond in 1997 and two in Emsworth Harbour on 27th February 2007.

Emperor Goose Chen canagica
Last seen in 2000 at Emsworth Mill Pond

Cockatiel Nymphicus hollandicus
One was seen at Castle Farm on 27th April 2007.
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